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ERRATA. 

Page  25,  line  8.     For  20th  March,  1876,  read 
29th  March,  1870. 

„         line  II.     For  seventeen,  read 
twenty-four. 

Page  69,  line  6.     For  Gilbray  read  Gillray. 


I?©RE\^©RB. 

MY  enthusiastic  admiration  of  the  marvellous  powers  of  Thomas 
Bewick  as  an  engraver  on  wood  has  induced  me  to  illustrate  a 
few  special  copies  of  this  paper  with  examples  of  wood-cuts  executed 
by  him  exclusively  for  Alnwick  printers. 

I  think  I  may  state  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  one  of 
the  reasons  why  the  productions  of  the  early  Alnwick  press  are  held  in 
such  high  estimation  by  bibliophiles,  is  the  fact  that  many  of  them 
contain  representative  examples  of  wood-engraving  by  Thomas  Bewick. 

Such  an  admission  need  not  in  any  way  detract  from  the 
interest  of  these  books  in  a  typographical  point  of  view;  rather,  on 
the  other  hand,  their  excellence  in  this  respect  constitutes  them  most 
worthy  settings  for  the  reception  of  these  gems  of  Bewick's  genius. 

It  is  a  pleasant  duty  to  express  my  gratitude  to  several  kind 
friends  for  supplementing  my  own  collection  of  Bewick  blocks  for  the 
purpose  of  illustrating  this  paper,  and  I  trust  the  selection  made  will 
meet  with  the  appreciation  of  all  lovers  of  the  work  of  Bewick. 

The  choice  cut  of  Catnach's  trade-card  is  printed  from  the 
original  block  :  while  its  adaptation  to  the  purposes  of  a  book-plate 
is  from  an  excellent  electrotype.  For  both  of  these  I  am  indebted  to 
Dr.  Robt.  Smith  of  Winterton,  in  the  County  of  Durham,  who  is  the 
fortunate  possessor  of  a  most  valuable  collection  of  these  treasures. 

The  cut  on  the  title-page  of  "  Instructions  to  Hussars  "  is  also 
from  the  original  block,  kindly  placed  at  my  disposal  by  Mr.  Henry 
Grey  of  Mr.  Mark  Smith's;  one  of  Alnwick's  worthy  printers.  The 
discovery  of  this  block,  will  I  think  be  hailed  with  pleasure  by  all 
lovers  of  Bewick's  engravings,  since  it  displays,  in  a  very  character- 
istic manner,  several  peculiar  features  of  the  master's  style. 

The  cut  of  Graham's  trade-card  is  from  a  stereotype  kindly 
lent   by   Mr.  John   Davison,   another    representative  of   Alnwick 
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typography;  while  to  Mr.  George  Shelly  I  am  indebted  for  the 
excellent  electrotype  of  the  book-plate  adaptation  of  this  cut.  To  the 
latter  gentleman  I  also  tender  my  thanks  for  the  loan  of  the  stereo  - 
types  of  "  Edwin  and  Angelina  "from  the  Vicar  of  Wakefield,  and 
one  of  the  tail-pieces  to  Burns'  Poems. 

The  eight  vignettes  from  Burns'  Poems  and  sixteen  of  the 
tail-pieces  from  the  same  work,  are  all  printed  from  the  original  blocks 
in  my  own  collection ;  as  also  is  the  tail-piece  from  Fergusson's  Poems . 
Two  of  the  Burns'  tail-pieces  are  from  electrotypes  in  my  own  collection. 
The  facsimile  title-page  to  "  Andrew  Lowrie  "  is  from  a  process  block 
executed  for  my  reprint  of  this  tract  by  the  Direct  Photo-Engraving 
Co.,  Ltd.,  38,  Farringdon  Street,  London.  To  J.  C.  Hodgson, 
Esq.  of  Warkworth,  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  his  courtesy  in  com- 
piling the  pedigree  of  Dorothea  Baird,  the  "  Trilby  "  so  well  known 
to  all  lovers  of  dramatic  art  at  the  present  day. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  express  my  great  appreciation  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  printing  of  the  illustrations  has  been  executed. 
To  bring  out  the  "points  "  of  a  wood-block  engraved  nearly  one 
hundred  years  ago,  with  the  precision  and  clearness  of  detail  which  I 
am  happy  to  say  characterises  these  examples,  speaks  highly  for  the  class 
of  workmanship  still  to  be  met  with  in  a  town  so  strongly  associated 
with  the  printing  of  books  illustrated  by  wood-cuts.  It  is  interesting 
to  record  the  fact  that  the  blocks  have  been  employed  again  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  spot  where  they  were  originally  first  subjected  to  the 
printers'  hand  ;  under  very  different  conditions  no  doubt,  but  with  all 
that  careful  attention  necessary  in  the  days  of  hand-presses  to  do  justice 
to  the  engravings ;  difficulties,  however,  which  the  introduction  of 
modern  machine  printing  have  very  largely  removed. 

Only  Fifty  illustrated  copies  have  been  printed  of  which  this 
is  No.   IQ 
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"EARLY  ALNWICK 


TYPOGRAPHY 


AND  ITS  ASSOCIATIONS." 


A  Paper 


Read  before  the  Alnwick  Young  Men's 
Mutual  Improvement  Association, 

ON    FEB.    I2TH,    l8g6,    BY 

C.     CLARK     BURMAN, 

L  K.C.P.  A  S.,  Edin. 


When  your  president  did  rae  the  honour 
of  requesting  me  to  read  a  paper  to  your 
Association,  I  accepted  witli  diffidence  ;  not 
on  account  of  any  unwillingness  on  my  part 
to  assist  so  useful  an  Institution,  but  partly 
because  my  professional  duties  do  not  leave 
me  much  leisure  in  which  to  prepare  papers 
such  as  have  been  read  by  so  many  of  my 
predecessors  in  this  room,  and  partly  because 
my  attention  is  principally  taken  up  with 
studies  not  very  readily  made  available  for 
platform  production. 


I  have,  therefore,  taken  advantage  of  a 
course  which  enables  me  to  give  you  some 
information  of  a  local  historical  character  ; 
interesting  I  trust,  and  at  the  same  time 
permits  me  making  use  of  material  which  I 
have  been  accumulating  during  the  past  five 
years. 

A  man  is  said  to  be  all  the  better  for 
having  a  hobby,  provided  he  does  not  ride  his 
hobby  to  the  detriment  of  himself  or  his 
friends.  Now,  among  other  weaknesses,  I 
plead  guilty  to  the  charge  of  being  a  lover  of 
books,  particularly  those  possessing  local 
interest. 

You  can  understand  a  failing  of  this  sort 
becomes  a  somewhat  serious  affair,  when  you 
think  what  importance  this  county  holds  in 
the  history-making  periods  of  England.  Its 
situation,  strength  and  wealth  ;  to  say  nothing 
of  the  noble,  bold,  and  valiant  men  to  which 
it  has  given  birth,  constitutes  Northumber- 
land one  of  the  most  important  counties  ;  and 
we  find  it  is  virtually  brought  into  touch  with 
history  at  all  points  j  so  that  a  collection  of 
books  which  possess  some  features  of  local 
character,  really  embraces  more  or  less  the 
History  of  England.  What  at  first  appears 
most  interesting,  on  account  perhaps  of  some 
topographical  detail,  becomes  absorbed  in  the 
association  of  the  town,  castle,  or  district,  as 
the  case  may  be,  with  some  movement  in  the 
social,  political,  or  ecclesiastical  condition  of 
England. 
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Take,  for  example,  the  period  of  the  Roman 
occupation  of  tliis  island  ;  where  will  3-00  find 
more  marked  evidence  than  in  this  and  its 
adjoining  county,  Cumberland,  in  that  won- 
derful barrier  stretching  across  from  the  sea 
coast  on  each  side  of  the  island — the  lloman 
Wall.  Think  then,  even  upon  this  one  fea- 
ture, how  much  material  in  the  shape  of 
books  might  be  accumulated  ;  or,  again,  look 
at  the  association  of  Lindisfarne  and  the 
saintly  St.  Aidan  and  St.  Cuthbert  with  the 
introduction  of  Christianity  into  Northum- 
bria ;  or,  consider  the  relations  of  the  two 
kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland,  how  much 
of  their  martial  history  is  associated  with 
this  county,  down  to  the  historic  battle  of 
Flodden. 

Then  have  we  not  the  names  of  noted 
warriors  on  land  and  sea,  statesmen  and 
ecclesiastics  ;  all  of  whom  claim  this  as  the 
county  of  their  nativity,  and  of  whom  we  are 
so  justly  proud  ? 

Last,  and  far,  very  far  from  being  least, 
we  have  our  own  town  of  Alnwick,  with 
all  its  interesting  associations,  ecclesiastical, 
political,  military  and  historical. 

I  think  you  will  agree  with  me  that  even 
this  small  portion  of  the  county  of  Northum- 
berland, affords  ample  material  for  an  ordi- 
nary lifetime  in  the  collection  of  litemture 
having  relations  so  varied  as  Alnwick  has  had 
in  the  history  of  England. 


Such,  you  can  see,  is  the  will-o-the-wisp 
which  infatuates  and  leads  on  those  poor, 
deluded  mortals,  the  subject  of  that  peculiar 
affection  known  by  the  name  of  Bibliomania ; 
which,  like  other  forms  of  mental  alienation, 
has  its  gradations,  and  you  may  be  a  biblio- 
maniac on  one  or  more  points. 

For  to-night,  we  will  touch  upon  one  por- 
tion of  the  hobby  of  a  man  collecting  books  ; 
and  I  have  selected  an  apparently  trivial 
subject  out  of  the  many  w  ith  which  the  town 
of  Alnwick  will  always  be  connected ;  but  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  show  you  that  even  the  sub- 
ject of  the  early  typographical  history  of  a  pro- 
vincial town  may  interest  and  instruct  those 
who  enter  upon  its  studj'^ ;  and  surely  to  an 
audience  of  Alnwick  people,  a  glance  back- 
wai'ds  at  the  position  your  native  town  can 
justly  claim  to  occupy  in  the  annals  of  the  art 
of  typography  will  prove  interesting,  if  nothing 
more. 

To  a  very  large  extent  the  character  of 
the  inhabitants  of  a  small  town  may  be 
studied  in  the  printed  matter  to  which  it 
gives  birth  ;  one  will  certainly  reflect  the 
other.  In  the  latter  days  of  the  last 
century  and  the  first  decade  of  the  present, 
knowledge,  among  the  lower  orders  especially, 
was  developing  coincident  with,  and  de- 
pendent upon  the  advance  of  printing. 
Communication  with  the  larger  centres  was 
slow  and  expensive,  books  were  not  the 
price  they  are  now,  paper  was  taxed  and  taxed 
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heavily;  interchange  of  ideas  was  slowly 
brought  about,  and  the  smaller  towns  were 
entirely  dependent  upon  the  larger  towns, 
whose  presses  supplied  them  with  whatever 
literature  they  requii*ed;  and  very  possibly, 
decided  its  character  also.  So  soon,  however, 
as  a  town  reached  such  a  stage  of  develop- 
ment as  to  become  the  possessor  of  a  printing- 
press  of  its  own,  immense  facilities  for  pro- 
gress in  all  directions  was  within  its  power ; 
and  you  will  find  Alnwick  was  not  behind- hand 
in  availing  itself  of  the  opportunities  for 
educational  purposes  which  the  introduction 
of  the  printing  press  provided. 

In  most  instances,  I  daresay,  the  chief 
employment  of  the  early  provincial  presses 
was  that  of  providing  for  local  wants,  in  the 
shape  of  advertisements,  announcements,  &c., 
and  the  thousand  and  one  details  of  a  strictly 
commonplace  typographical  character,  such  as 
notices,  broadsheets,  pamphlets,  sermons  and 
such  like  small  works;  thus  feeling  their  way  to 
higher  and  more  ambitious  productions  as 
circumstances  or  necessities  dictated.  That 
such  was  the  case  in  Alnwick  I  have  no  doubt: 
at  least,  the  results  of  several  years  searching, 
both  in  person  and  by  deputy,  fail  to  produce 
anything  more  elaborate  than  a  pamphlet 
as  having  issued  from  the  Alnwick  press  previ- 
ous to  1793. 

Of  course  it  would  be  wrong  to  say  that 
nothing  approaching  a  hook  appeared  before 
that  date.    I  will  provide  you  with  a  good 


many  items  bearing  a  date  some  time  previous- 
and  as  time  goes  on,  fresh  discoveries  are 
being  made,  so  that  my  remarks  must  be 
taken  as  representing  the  result  of  my 
personal  observation  only  up  to  this    lecture. 

I  have  to  express  my  thanks  for  many 
facilities  afforded  me  in  my  search  for  Aln- 
wick printed  material,  throughout  scattered 
libraries  in  Northumberland.  Kind  friends 
have  supplemented  my  investigations,  and 
made  the  task  easier  and  more  pleasant. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Earl  Percy,  I  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  personally  examining  that 
fine  collection  of  Northumberland  literature 
which  finds  a  home  in  the  library  of  Alnwick 
Castle ;  and  the  librarian,  Mr  Bosworth,  most 
courteously  assisted  me  and  suggested  fresh 
lines  upon  which  to  work  in  future  searches. 

The  year  1800,  is  the  date  given  by  Cotton 
in  his  Typographical  Gazeteer,  1866  Edit., 
as  the  earliest  Alnwick  printing  (meaning,  I 
presume,  the  printing  of  books);  this  date  is 
also  given  by  Power  in  his  "  Sandy  Book 
about  BooJcs." 

"  It  is,  in  fact,  more  diflBcult  than  some 
persons  ma}  be  willing  to  believe,  to  ascertain 
with  exactness  the  time  when  the  Art  of 
Printing  was  first  introduced  into  the  towns 

.  and  villages  of  our  own  country 

Many  of  our  towns  produced  nothing  beyofid 
posting-bills,  law  notices,  and  other  broad- 
sides, until  ihe  beginning    of    the    present 

•century."     So  says  Cotton  in  his  Preface. 


One  or  two  facts  brought  to  light  during 
my  investigations,  deserve  to  be  noticed 
before  giving  you  the  list  I  have  accumulated 
during  the  last  few  years. 

On  the  title-page  of  a  sermon  preached  at 
Darlington,  Oct.  9th,  1746,  the  day  of  public 
thanksgiving  for  the  suppression  of  the 
Bebellion,  by  William  Wood,  M.D.,  and 
printed  by  John  Gooding  at  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne  in  1746,  there  appears,  among  the  list 
of  names  of  booksellers  from  whom  the  sermon 
may  be  purchased,  that  of  A.  Graham,  at 
Alnwick :  so  you  see  at  this  early  date  we 
find  the  town  possesses  a  bookseller  at  least, 
and  if  a  bookseller,  why  not  a  printer  ?  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  though 
very  frequently  now-a-days  the  two  businesses 
are  associated,  it  was  not  so  formerly,  more 
particularly  in  the  year  1746,  and  I  think  I 
have  discovered  very  strong  presumptive 
evidence  that  in  the  case  of  Alnwick,  we  had 
no  such  association  of  printer  and  bookseller. 

During  my  examination  of  the  collections 
of  local  literature  forming  part  of  the  Bell 
Collection  in  the  Alnwick  Castle  Library  I 
came  across  a  pamphlet,  12°"*',  pp  12,  with  the 
following  title  page  : — 

"  Scheme  for  founding  and  supporting  a 
public  library  in  Alnwick,  addressed  to  all 
readers  in  that  place  and  neighbourhood. 
Newcastle,  printed  by  Thos.  Slack,  17G9," 
I  think  we  may  reasonably  suppose  that  a 
pamphlet  of  such  a  strongly  local  character 
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would  have  been  printed  in  the  town  if  it 
possessed  the  means  of  doing  so. 

In  the  same  collection,  I  also  came  upon 
another  interesting  local  tract,  with  this  title 
page :  "Horticolarum  Conditiones,  or  the  rules 
and  articlfes  to  be  observed  by  a  society  or  club 
called  the  Gardeners'  Society,  in  Alnwick, 
Northumberland.  Printed  for  the  said 
Society,  1761."  Unfortunately,  it  possesses 
no  indication  of  where  it  was  printed  or 
who  was  its  printer,  and  it  is  therefore 
open  to  anyone  to  assume  that  it  was 
printed  in  Alnwick ;  but  consider  for  a 
moment,  if  the  facilities  for  printing  existed 
in  this  town  in  1^61,  why  do  we  find 
the  promulgators  of  the  Public  Library 
going  to  Newcastle  for  their  pamphlet  and  not 
patronising  local  industry  ?  It  was  only 
a  small  duodecimo  pamphlet  of  twelve  pages  ! 
With  this  evidence  before  us,  I  think  we 
may  reasonably  conclude  that  up  to  1769,  at 
any  rate,  no  press  was  established  in  this 
town.     ^ 

From  1769  to  1781,  a  period  of 
twelve  years,  I  have  been  unable  to  lay  my 
hand  upon  anything  bearing  the  Alnwick 
imprint.  Such  may  possibly  have  existed, 
and  some  day,  perhaps,  we  will  find  good 
reasons  for  altering  our  dates,  but  so  far  as  I 
have  gone  I  must  place  the  date  of  the  first 
printing  in  Alnwick  as  1781,  and  in  so  doing 
I  have  not  overlooked  what  Mr.  Hindley  has 
written   in   his  "  Life   and   Times  of  James 
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Catnach,"  page  4  ;  where  he  states  that 
previous  to  1790  the  trade  of  a  printer  in 
Alnwick  was  carried  on  by  a  man  named 
Thomas  Lindsay.  Probably  his  authority  for 
the  statement  is  to  be  found  in  a  series  of 
papers  on  John  and  James  Catnach  printed  in 
the  Alnicick  Journal  for  1876,  written  by 
one  of  your  former  presidents,  Mr.  George 
Skelly;  to  whom  also  I  must  express  my  thanks 
for  his  courtesy  in  placing  what  information 
he  possesses  at  my  disposal. 

It  is  unfortunate,  however,  that  this 
assertion  is  not  supported  by  a  reference  to 
anything  printed  by  him.  I  have  used  every 
means  in  my  power  to  find  a  single  publica- 
tion, however  trifling,  bearing  the  imprint  of 
Thomas  Lindsay  and  have  failed.  However 
regretful  it  may  be,  I  think  historical 
accuracy  demands  of  us  to  leave  out  his 
name,  until  something  more  authoritative 
than  a  mere  statement  is  advanced,  in 
support  of  his  claim  to  be  the  first  Alnwick 
printer.  Of  course  the  time  may  come  when 
such  proofs  will  be  produced. 

The  earliest  example  of  printing  which 
we  may  reasonably  claim  as  being  the 
work  of  an  Alnwick  printer,  is  a  simple  sheet 
entitled  "A  Letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Luke 
Mattison,  of  Alnwick,"  signed  R.  R.,  junr., 
and  dated  Sept.  11th,  1781,  which  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  exhibiting.  It,  however,  has  the 
name  of  no  printer  attached,  still  I  think 
wc  may  fairly  assume  it  to  be  the  work  of 
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Thomas  Alder  (the  only  printer,  I  may  here 
mention,  I  find  any  trace  of,  up  to  the 
year  1785). 

The  second  in  chronological  order  is  also 
without  tlie  name  of  the  printer,  and  is  a 
single  folio  of  September,  1781,  printed  by 
order  of  the  Chamberlains  of  the  Borough, 
referring  to  a  petition  representing  the 
grievances  of  the  Freemen. 

Next  comes  a  quarto  pamphlet  of  eight 
pages,  dated  Nov.  19th,  1781  :  a  Report  of 
the  Committee  appointed  by  the  complaining 
Freemen.  It  is  published  by  order  of  the 
said  Committee,  Thos.  Jameson,  Secretary, 
and  is  very  interesting  since  it  is  the  first 
production  of  the  Alnwick  press  which  I 
have  found  bearing  the  name  of  the  printer, 
— T.  Alder.  , 

Then  next  in  order  come  the  famous 
Letters  of  the  Old  Craftsman  addressed  to  the 
Freemen  of  Alnwick  :  they  were  seven  in 
number  and  issued  with  the  following  dates  :-~ 

No.  I.— Nov.  28th,  1781. 
No.  II.— Dec.  6th,  „ 
No.  III. -Dec.  17th,  . 
No  IV.— Dec.  24th,  „ 
No.  v.— Jan.  4th,  1782. 
No.  VI.— Jan.  18th,  „ 
No.  VII.— Feb.  1st     „ 
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They  were  re-issued  in  one  volume  in  1782 
by  Thomas  Alder,  who  I  presume  would  be 
the  printer  of  the  original  letters  as  issued. 
They  were  reprinted  in  the  Alnivlck  Journal 
for  December,  1865,  and  the  following  months 
of  18G6.  The  author  was  Robert  Richardson, 
junior.  Clerk  to  the  Council,  the  successor 
of  his  father,  Robert  Richardson,  a 
solicitor,  who  held  this  office  from  1752 — 68. 
You  will  obtain  some  interesting  information 
about  these  letters  and  the  controversy  they 
raised  in  the  Ahimck  Journal  at  the  com- 
pletion of  the  last  reprinted  letter. 

The  grievances  of  the  Freemen  gave  rise  to 
other  publications,  probably  in  the  nature  of 
a  pamphlet  war,  (for  which  Alnwick  has  been 
noted),  as  I  trace  one  dated  1781,  by  George 
Grieve,  a  reply,  no  doubt,  to  some  of  the 
earlier  letters  of  the  Old  Craftsman.  I  have 
not  seen  the  work  myself,  but  you  will  find 
it  advertised  for  sale  in  an  appendix  to 
Charnley's  Catalogue  of  second-hand  books, 
1840,  No.  11577  ;  unfortunately  the  book- 
seller does  not  give  the  printer's  name. 

The  grievances  of  the  Freemen  led  to  the 
institution  of  a  Chancery  suit,  and  we  find 
an  answer  to  the  petition  presented  to  the 
Duke  of  Northumberland,  signed  by  his  com- 
missioner, Henry  CoUingwood  Selby,  dated 
19th  Nov.,  1782,  a  4  page  foolscap  folio, 
without  name  of  printer. 
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Also  an  octavo  pamphlet  of  44  pages, 
signed  by  Geo.  Selby,  Thos.  Moffat,  Eo. 
Richardson,  junr.,  and  Thos  Hardy,  junr., 
Chamberlains,  dated  17th  Dec,  1782,  laying 
down  certain  articles  of  agreement  for  the 
settlement  of  the  controversy  ;  it  also  has  no 
printer's  name,  but  from  the  similarity  of 
type  I  think  we  may  place  it  to  the  credit  of 
T.  Alder.  For  our  purpose  this  evening  we 
may  leave  this  part  of  the  subject  as  I  have 
no  other  literature  to  produce,  except  some 
doubtful  sheets  which  may  or  may  not 
have  been  printed  in  Alnwick  ;  I,  therefore, 
leave  them  out  of  consideration. 

T.  Alder's  name  appears  on  another  pam- 
phlet bearing  no  date,  but  probably  about 
1784,  entitled  "  Faults  on  Both  Sides  :  a 
sentimental  story,"  being  the  genuine  relation 
of  a  Lady  and  Gentleman  of  North  Britain. 
Founded  on  fact.  It  is  signed  "  Z,"  is  post 
8vo.  size,  and  consists  of  8  pages,  and  *'  sold  for 
the  benefit  of  a  person  who  has  been  above 
20  years  in  distress." 

In  1785,  there  was  published  in  Alnwick 
the  funeral  sermon  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Knipe,  by  the  Rev  Percival  Stockdale.  8vo.  pp. 
xvi,  24 ;  dedicated  to  Edward  Jerningham , 
Esq.,  and  dated  February  17th,  1785.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  the  imprint — Published 
and  sold  by  Alexander  Graham,  Bookseller  in 
Alnwick.  Please  notice  it  is  published,  not 
printed.      This  Alexander  Graham  no  doubt 
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is  the  bookseller  referred  to  on  the  sermon  of 
1746  which  I  have  already  mentioned  ;  and 
we  shall  find  strong  evidence  that  even  now 
Alex.  Graham  did  not  print,  though  he  pub- 
lished, for  in  1788  we  find  another  contro- 
versy going  on  in  Alnwick,  this  time  of  a 
theological  nature  and  with  the  usual  amount 
of  paper  warfare.  It  arose  in  connection  with 
a  sermon  preached  in  the  Pari.sh  Church  on 
Whit-Sunday  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson,, 
curate  of  Alnwick.  This  was  replied  to  by 
someone  signing  himself  Ilationalis,  and 
then  the  Rev.  Alex.  Simpson,  D.D.,  Minister 
of  the  Protestant  Dissenting  Congregation  ia 
Bondgate,  issued  an  8vo.  pamphlet,  entitled 
the  Divinity  of  Our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus^ 
Christ,  proved  from  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
Printed  for  the  Author  by  T.  Alder,  and  sold 
by  A.  Graham,  Bookseller,  Alnwick,  1788, 
pp.  40.  Note  the  printer  and  bookseller  are- 
different  persons,  strengthening  my  opinion, 
that  up  to  this  time  only  one  printer  was  ia 
business,  Thos.  Alder ;  and  that  Alex.  Grahami 
kept  to  the  business  of  bookseller  as  he  did 
in  1746.  Some  years  later,  however,  We 
will  find  there  was  a  Graham  a  printer. 

We  come  now  to  the  commencement  of 
what  might  be  termed  the  turning  point 
in  the  history  of  printing  in  Alnwick. 
In  1 700  the  name  of  John  Catnach  is  associ- 
ated with  the  typographical  history  of  Aln- 
wick, for  in  this  year,  according  to  Mr. 
Hindley  in  his  "  Life  and   Times  of  James^ 
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Catnach,"  a  printer  of  this  name  removed 
from  Berwick-on-Tweed,  where  he  had  been 
carrying  on  his  trade,  and  estabUshed  himself 
in  this  town ;  and  from  this  time  great 
advancement  in  the  character  of  Alnwick 
printing  is  perceptible. 

It  would  be  out  of  place  for  me  to  go  into 
any  particulars  regarding  John  Catnach  ;  you 
will  be  amply  rewarded  by  the  perusal  of  the 
interesting  biography  of  Mr.  Hindley  and  also 
by  the  same  gentleman's  "  History  of  the 
Catnach  Press."  To  these  I  would  refer  you 
for  information,  interesting  no  doubt,  but  not 
adapted  to  our  present  purpose. 

I  daresay  it  is  to  the  enterprise  of  John 
CJatnach  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  first 
periodical  published  in  Alnwick.  It  was  called 
the  Alnwick  Magazine,  or  Northumberland 
Intelligencer.  It  is  now  so  exceedingly  rare  that 
my  investigations  have,  up  to  the  present,  only 
discovered  two  examples,  one  a  fragment,  pp. 
139—179,  from  April  14  to  May  12,  1792,  in 
the  possession  of  our  respected  chairman  of 
the  Urban  Council  and  one  of  your  vice-presi- 
dents, Mr.  G.  H.  Thompson  ;  the  other  was 
€old  at  the  dispersion  of  the  Thos.  Bell 
Library  and  you  will  find  it  No.  11.3  of  the 
catalogue,  Nos.  1,  3,  and  4  in  one  volume. 
Alnwick,  1792. 

What  was  the  length  of  its  existence  I 
have  no  opportunity  of  deciding,  except  that 
at  least  No.  4  was  issued. 
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•  That  John  Catnach  is  responsible  for  the 
earliest  dated  book  I  have  been  able  to  trace 
is  certain,  and  I  here  show  it  to  you,  it  is  a 
small  12mo.  of  94  pages,  and  if  it  was  really 
his  first  book,  I  think  you  will  agree  with  me, 
he  could  scarcely  have  selected  a  more  appro- 
priate one,  or  one  more  likely  to  appeal  to  the 
general  taste  of  the  public.  It  is  a  new 
edition  of  Milton's  Paradise  Regained.  Aln- 
wick :  printed  by  J.  Catnach,  1793. 

In  the  following  year,  1794,  we  have  also 
from  his  press  :  A  humble  Tribute  to  the 
Memory  of  Mr.  Abram  Rumney,  late  mas- 
ter of  the  Grammar  School  in  Alnwick,  by  a 
friend  of  his  age ;  it  is  12  mo,  pp.  36. 

In  1795,  there  was  a  serious  commotion 
among  the  Methodists,  caused  by  the  very 
pronounced  criticism  of  one  of  their  body, 
the  Rev,  Alex.  Kilham,  who  was  minister  of 
the  Wesleyan  Chapel  in  Alnwick  at  this 
time.  He  published  a  pamphlet  called  "  The 
Progress  of  Liberty  amoog  the  people  called 
Methodists,  to  which  is  added  the  Outlines 
of  a  Constitution."  Alnwick  :  printed  by  J. 
Catnach,  1795,  12mo.  pp.  60,  and  to  the 
publication  of  this  pamphlet  is  due  the 
secession  of  a  portion  of  the  Methodist  body 
subsequent  to  the  trial  and  expulsion  of  the 
above-named  minister  from  the  Wesleyan 
community,  (see  Tate's  History  of  Alnwick, 
p.  201,  vol.  II ; 
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In  the  following  year  we  find  Mr  Kilham 
issuing  another  pamphlet  also  printed  by  J. 
Catnach,  1796,  post  8vo.  pp.  36,  entitled 
"  A  Candid  Examination  of  the  London 
Methodistical  Bull,"  which  is  interesting  as 
containing  on  page  11  a  woodcut  of  the  head 
and  shoulders  of  an  ox,  probably  the  work 
of  Bewick,  and  the  first  example  of  the 
employment  of  such  embellishment  in  an 
Alnwick  printed  work  that  I  have  seen. 

In  the  same  year,  1796,  J.  Catnach  issued 
**  A  Short  Account  of  the  trial  of  Alex. 
Kilham,  Methodist  Minister,"  post  8vo.  pp. 
48. 

This  year,  1796,  is  also  interesting  as 
Catnach  published  another  book,  "  The 
Seasons,"  by  James  Thomson,  with  his  last 
Corrections,  Additions,  and  Improvements," 
a  new  edition,  12mo.  pp.  (xii.)  162.  This 
work  contains  four  full  page  copper  plates, 
the  first  example  of  this  kind  of  book  illus- 
tration I  have  been  able  to  discover  in  any 
Alnwick  publication  ;  it  is  also  to  be  noted  that 
for  the  first  time  Catnach  styles  himself  a 
bookseller.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  show 
you  a  copy  of  this  work. 

It  is  not  until  1798  that  I  can  produce 
anything  else  printed  in  Alnwick,  and  again 
the  work  is  printed  by  J.  Catnach,  Book- 
seller, "An  Address  to  the  People  of  Great 
Britain,"  by  R.  Watson,  Lord  Bishop  of 
Landaff.      I2mo.  pp.  30. 
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You  see  that  from  1790  to  1798  Catnaclv 
is  the  only  printer  represented.  T.  Alder 
has  disappeared,  but  in  1799  we  have  another 
printer  introduced,  J.  Vint,  and  ray  first 
example  of  his  press  is  a  folio  sheet,  addressed 
to  the  Freemen  of  Alnwick  by  John  Wood- 
house,  a  letter  regarding  the  impounding  of 
his  horses.  It  is  signed  and  dated  12th  Nov. 
1799,  with  imprint  at  the  foot,  J.  Vint, 
printer,  Alnwick. 

We  find,  however,  that  Vint  was  more 
than  a  printer,  he  cultivated  the  Muses, 
for  he  is  the  author  of  a  volume  of 
Poems  entitled  the  "  Meed  of  Momus," 
a  collection  of  Humourous  Tales  in  verse, 
together  with  several  Songs,  sung  at 
the  places  of  public  entertainment  in  and: 
near  London,  all  written  by  J.  Vint,  printer,. 
to  which  are  added.  Tales  by  various  authors. 
Alnwick,  printed  and  sold  by  J.  Vint,  at  the 
Britannia  Printing  Office,  small  8vo,  pp. 
(viii.)  288.  It  is  undated,  but  ray  copy  is 
printed  on  paper  bearing  the  watermark  of 
1798,  so  that  it  may  have  been  1799  or  1800. 
It  has  a  cut  on  the  title,  probably  by  Bewick. 
Now  this  collection  of  poems,  contains,  among 
others,  a  very  succinct  and  amusing  account 
of  the  process  through  which  young  men. 
became  Freemen.  It  is  called  St.  Mark's  Day. 
In  Garret's  catalogue  for  May  1811!,  a  copy 
is  advertised,  dated  1804,  Alnwick. 

J.  Vint's  name  also  apppears  on  a  notice 
dated  January  18th,  1800,  from  the  Sliilbottle 
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■Colliery,  announcing  an  advance  in  the  price 
-of  coals.  In  the  same  year  there  was  issued 
from  his  press,  "  A  Poetical  Tale,  entitled 
Andrew  Lowrie,  the  pretended  Conjuror  who 
resided  and  lately  died  in  Cauongate.  A 
character  perfectly  well  known  in  the  town 
and  vicinity  of  Alnwick."  Printed  and  sold 
by  J.  Vint,  at  the  iJritannia  Printing  Office, 
1800,  8vo,  pp.  16,  with  a  woodcut  on  the  title 
of  a  man  sitting  in  the  stocks,  with  a  dog 
looking  at  him.  This  amusing  poetical  tract 
is  so  very  scarce  that  I  have  asked  for  and 
received  permission  from  the  owner  of  this 
■  copy  to  have  it  reprinted. 

There  are  some  points  regarding  J.  Vint 
which  require  elucidation.  Mr.  Skelly  is  the 
authority  (and  one  to  whom  we  ought  to  pay 
•every  respect),  for  the  information  that  he 
left  Alnwick  about  1790  and  settled  in  New- 
gate Street,  Newcastle;  he  also  suggests  the 
date  of  his  volume  of  Poems  as  1785 — 90. 

Now  I  have  shown  you  examples  of  his 
}printing  in  Alnwick  in  1800,  and  the  water- 
mark in  the   paper   of   my  copy   of   "  The 
Meed  of  Moraus  "  is  1798,  these  facts  are 
■contradictory. 

In  Charnley's  second-hand  catalogue  for 
1817,  No.  2118,  is  advertised,  A  Collection  of 
:  Songs  by  Vint  of  Newcastle,  12mo,  3/-,  New- 
castle, 1775 ;  and  in  Garret's  catalogue  for 
May  1844  there  is  a  copy  of  Vint's  British 
Muse,  a  Collection  of  Songs,  12mo,  half 
4)0und,  Newcastle,   1775.      These   are   both 
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examples  of  the  same  work  I  presume. 
This  Vint  we  must  conclude,  resided  in  New- 
castle about  this  date,  but  the  following 
particulars  which  I  have  collected,  would  lead 
one  to  suppose  he  cannot  have  been  the  same 
person  as  the  J.  Vint,  who,  (according  to  the 
Alnwick  Journal.,  Nov.,  1865),  was  bom  in 
Alnwick,  and,  after  serving  his  apprenticeship, 
carried  on  the  business  of  printer  and  book- 
seller  in  his  native  town  for  some  time.  He 
subsequently  left  it,  and  after  an  efEort  to 
better  his  circumstances  finally  settled  in  the 
Isle  of  Man  where  he  became  editor  of  a 
Manx  newspaper  and  died  in  1814. 

Compare  this  with  the  following  note  from 
Timperley's  Encyclopcedia  of  Literary  and 
Typographical  Anecdotes  : — 

"On  May  30th,  1799,  John  Parry,  the 
proprietor ;  John  Vint,  the  printer ;  and 
George  Ross,  the  publisher  of  the  *•  Courier" 
newspaper,  were  convicted  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench  for  publishing  a  paragraph 
stating  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  be  a  tyrant 
among  his  subjects  and  ridiculous  to  the  rest 
of  Europe.  Mr.  Parry  was  sentenced  to  pay 
the  sum  of  £100,  to  be  imprisoned  in  the 
King's  Bench  for  six  months  and  6ud  sureties 
for  his  good  behaviour  for  five  years,  himself 
in  £500  and  two  sureties  in  £250  each. 
Vint  and  Ross  to  be  imprisoned  in  the  same 
jail  for  one  calendar  mouth  each." 
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"  1814,  March  18th,  died  John  Vint,  Editor 
of  the  "  Isle  of  Man  Weekly  Gazette."  Mr. 
Vint  was  a  native  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
(some  authorities  say  Alnwick),  and  during  his 
apprenticeship  officiated  as  editor  and  com- 
positor. He  afterwards  went  to  London, 
where  he  was  engaged  as  sub-editor  on  the 
"Morning  Post"  and  "Courier"  daily 
papers.  His  next  situation  was  the  conductor 
of  Harrops'  (1)  "  Manchester  Mercury,"  and 
(2)  "  The  British  Volunteer,"  and  his  final 
at  Douglas,  where  he  was  suddenly  removed 
from  this  life  in  the  60th  year  of  his  age. 
Distinguished  as  he  was  by  his  talents  and 
industry,  he  was,  however,  still  more  dis- 
tinguished by  his  virtues  and  exemplary 
conduct  in  the  relations  of  domestic  life." 

"  The  Gentleman's  Magazine,"  for  April, 
1814,  contains  the  following  obituary  notice. 
March  18.  Mr  J.  Vint,  a  native  of  Alnwick, 
printer,  and  at  one  time  sub-editor  of  "  The 
Courier"  and  "  Morning  Post,"  but  latterly 
editor  of  the  "  Isle  of  Man  Weekly  Gazette." 

You  see,  therefore,  if  it  was  the  same  J. 
Vint,  who  was  sentenced  to  imprisonment  at 
London  in  1799,  he  could  not  have  been 
carrying  on  the  trade  of  a  printer  in  Alnwick ; 
and  I  have  produced  evidence  that  he  was 
doing  so  both  in  1799  and  1800. 

I  can  find  nothing  printed  in  Alnwick  by 
J.  Vint  after  1800  ;  but  in  1801  there  was 
published    "A   History   of   the    Town   and 
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County  of  Newcastle-upon-Tjne."  New- 
castle :  Printed  for  Vini  and  Anderson.  Can 
this  be  the  Alnwick  Vint  ?  I  think  we 
we  must  leave  this  question  unsettled  until 
more  information  is  forthcoming. 

During  1800  J.  Vint  printed  two  other 
small  tracts,  one  of  which  I  discovered  in  the 
Castle  Library,  "  Abstract  of  an  Act,  passed 
by  the  British  Parliament  on  30th  June, 
1800,  to  prevent  the  cutting,  gashing,  or 
flawing  of  Hides  and  Skins."  Alnwick  : 
Printed  and  sold  by  J.  Vint,  1800.  12mo. 
pp.  12.  Price  only  sixpence.  Since  Alnwick 
possessed  such  an  extensive  tanning  business 
at  this  period,  information  of  such  a  character 
would  be  essential  to  those  practising  the  craft. 

The  other,  I  produce.  It  is  an  extract 
from  Orose's  Antiquities  of  England  and 
Wales.  "  A  Description  of  the  Castles  of 
Alnwick  and  Warkworth ;  also  of  Hulne 
Abbey,  near  Alnwick,  all  belonging  to  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Northumberland."  Aln- 
wick :  Printed  and  sold  by  J.  Vint,  1800, 
post  8vo  ,  pp.  32,  I  have  not  come  across 
anything  else  bearing  Vint's  imprint. 

John  Catnach,  during  1800,  provides  us 
with  a  good  many  items.  Mr.  Skelly  quotes 
two,  (1)  A  DoscriptioB  of  Alnwick  Castle, 
Northumberland.  (2)  A  Description  of 
The  Hermitage  at  Warkworth  ;  but  I  have 
not  seen  them. 
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On  the  back  cover  of  my  copy  of  Stock- 
■dale's  poems  (1800)  is  an  advertisement  of 
"  The  Hermit  of  Warkvvorth,"  elegantly 
pressed,  price  sixpence.  No  size  is  mentioned, 
but  I  think  this  would  be  the  first  edition  or 
issue,  of  this  wonderful  poem  from  the  Aln- 
wick press. 

Next,  I  show  you  a  volume  of  poems,  by 
Percival  Stockdale,  1800,  8vo.  pp.  39,  with  a 
portrait,  and  three  woodcuts,  one  on  the 
cover,  another  on  the  title-page,  and  the  last 
on  page  27.  A  12mo.  edition  is  mentioned 
by  Hugo  in  his  Bewick  Collector^  No.  158,  but 
I  have  not  seen  it. 

We  find  Catnach  issued  two  rather  im- 
;portant  books  during  1800,  both  of  which 
I  am  able  to  show  you.  "  The  Idler," 
'by  Samuel  Johnson,  in  2  vols.,  12mo. 
Also,  by  the  same  author,  "  A  Journey  to  the 
Western  Islands  of  Scotland,"  12mo.  pp.  288, 
with  two  woodcuts  by  Bewick,  one  of  which 
is  given  as  a  head-piece  to  the  preface  of 
Miss  Julia  Boyd's  Bewick  Gleanings. 

We  come  now  to  another  controverted 
point,  and  one  upon  which  I  am  sorry 
I  must  again  differ  from  such  an  excellent 
authority  as  Mr.  George  Skelly.  Some- 
where, let  us  say,  about  this  time  (to  avoid 
any  confusion),  Catnach  issued  a  small 
book  entitled  "The  Beauties  of  Natural 
History,"  selected  from  Buffon's  History 
-of  Quadrupeds,  12mo.  pp.  92,  with  67  cuts, 
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many  of  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  publi- 
cations of  Saint  of  Newcastle.  Hugo,  in 
his  Bewick  Collector,  No.  45,  suggests 
the  date  as  1790,  and  so  does  Mr.  Skelly 
in  his  letters  to  the  Newcastle  Weekly 
Chronicle.  This  I  certainly  think  cannot  be 
accepted,  as  I  have  shown  you  the  earliest 
dated  work  of  Catnach's  is  1793. 

Up  to  1800  we  have  never  come  across  any 
examples  of  natural  history  cuts  (unless  we 
call  the  cut  of  the  bull  in  Kilham's  Tract,  1796, 
one  of  this  class)  ;  in  fact,  there  have  been  only 
only  one  or  two  instances  in  which  woodcuts 
of  any  description  have  been  met  with.  I 
am  inclined  to  place  the  date  of  this  book 
about  1804,  as  we  find  by  this  time  Catnach 
had  more  or  less  secured  his  position  in  the 
trade,  and  a.ttempted  works  of  a  more  elaborate 
character,  as  we  have  seen  in  the  two  vols,  of 
"The  Idler."  I  can  imagine  a  man  of 
Catnach's  enterprize  and  ability  recognising 
the  immense  educational  value  of  illustrated 
books,  particularly  those  of  the  natural 
history  class ;  and  being  acqiiainted,  as 
we  have  no  doubt  he  was,  with  the 
marvellous  success  obtained  by  Bewick's  Quad- 
rupeds and  Birds  (the  first  volume  of  the  latter 
having  only  recently  been  issued — 1797)  ;  he 
may  have  been  entered  into  correspondence 
with  the  illustrious  wood-engraver,  and,  as  a 
first  start  so  to  say,  became  possessed  of 
blocks  which  either  had  been  used  by  Saint, 
the  Newcastle  printer,  in  some  of  his  publi- 
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cations,  or  else  copies  of  such  blocks,  and 
ventured  upon  a  new  line  of  work,  such  as  the 
book  under  consideration,  (it  is  only  a  small 
volume  of  92  pages,)  feeling  his  way,  as  it 
were,  to  higher  and  more  ambitious  efforts. 
That  he  succeeded,  I  think  there  can  be  little 
doubt,  as  the  subsequent  history  of  the 
Catnach  productions  fully  proves.  However, 
let  us  leave  the  question  of  this  particular 
book  until  a  subsequent  year  (1804),  when  I 
shall  have  something  more  to  say  upon  it. 

Vie  come  now  to  another  production  of  the 
eccentric  vicar  of  Lesbury,  Rev.  Percival 
Stockdale,  "  A  Discourse  on  the  Duties  and 
Advantages  of  Old  Age."  Alnwick ;  printed 
by  J.  Catnach,  1801,  8vo.,  pp.  39.  Mr.  G. 
Skelly  mentions  an  edition  in  4to.,  pp.  22, 
containing  two  vignettes  by  Bewick ;  I  have 
also  seen  this  size  advertised  in  an  old  second- 
hand book  catalogue. 

1802  is  interesting,  since  it  introduces 
us  to  new  names  in  the  history  of  Aln- 
wick printing  ;  again,  it  is  the  Rev. 
Percival  Stockdale  who  is  the  author  of 
a  pamphlet,  "A  Remonstrjtnce  against  In- 
humanity to  Animals,  and  particularly  against 
the  Savage  Practice  of  Bull  Baiting."  Aln- 
wick :  Printed  by  and  for  M.  and  J.  Graham 
1802,  8vo.,  pp.  viii,  24.  It  contains  three 
woodcuts. 

In  connection  with  the  name  of  Graham 
you  will  remember  the  Alex.  Graham  whose 


Graham's  Trade  Card  Cut. 


The  same  adapted  for  Book-plate. 


name  appeared  on  the  1740  Sermon,  and  also 
in  1785  and  1788,  we  could  not  trace  any- 
thing bearing  his  name  as  a  printer.  These 
names,  M.  and  J.  represent,  probably,  a 
younger  generation,  for  a  Joseph  Graham,  of 
whom  we  will  have  more  to  say,  died  at 
Dunstan  Steads,  near  Embleton,  aged  92, 
on  the  20th  March,  187G. 

Joseph  Graham  (the  second),  at  this  date, 
would  be  eighteen,  and  if  the  M(ary) 
was  his  wife,  her  age  would  be  seventeen  ; 
rather  young  we  should  say,  not  only  io 
be  established  in  the  mai'riage  state,  but 
also  in  business  as  printers.  It  certainly 
could  not  be  his  grandmother  Mary,  as 
she  died  in  1783,  six  years  previous  to  the 
grandfather  Alexander.  There  was  a  Joseph 
(I  presume  the  father  of  Joseph  Graham,  so 
long  a  printer  and  publisher  in  Alnwick), 
who  died  in  1792.  With  these  facts  before  us, 
we  may  conclude  that  the  young  couple  were 
partners,  not  only  in  marriage,  but  also  in 
business,  and,  like  a  respectful  husband,  he 
gives  her  name  the  first  place  on  the  imprint 
of  Stockdale's  pamphlet.  On  the  other  hand 
the  M[ary]  might  be  his  aunt. 

In  1805  and  1806,  hand-bills  are  to  be 
found  in  the  Castle  Library  bearing  the 
name  of  Graham,  printer,  Alnwick. 

In  connection  with  this  Graham  as  a  prin- 
ter, I  may  mention  that  Bewick  engraved  a 
very  fine  wood-block   for   his  shop  card,  and 
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Hugo  gives  aa  illustration  of  it  in  his  Supple- 
ment No.  5137  where  hesaj's  it  was  executed 
about  1794  ;  this  I  think  is  too  early,  as 
Graham  would  only  be  ten  years  old  at  that 
date.  I  may  also  mention  that  Mr.  George 
Skelly  uses  a  stereotype  of  this  fine  cut  of 
Graham's  as  a  bookplate. 

[I  am  indebted  to  J.  C.  Hodgson,  Esq.,  of 
Warkworth,  for  the  following  notes  regard- 
ing the  Grahams. 

"  On  Monday,  died  at  Alnwick,  Mr. 
Graham,  stationer." — Newcastle  Ai/cer- 
User,  11th  Feby  ,  1792. 

This  is  the  obituary  announcement  of 
Joseph  (the  first),  but  I  can  trace  nothing 
bearing  his  name  as  a  printer  ;  he  appar- 
ently carried  on  the  stationery  business 
after  the  death  of  his  father,  Alexander,  in 
1789,  for,  in  the  Newcastle  Advertiser  for 
18th  Feby.,  1792,  appears  the  following 
notice,  "  Mary  Graham  and  Ann  Smith, 
sisters  of  Jos.  Graham,  stationer,  deceased, 
announce  that  they  intend  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  their  late  father  (Alexander) 
and  brother  (Joseph)." 

It  may  be  interesting  to  record  the  fact 
that  Miss  Dorothea  Baird,  whose  name  is 
so  well  known  at  the  present  time  by  lier 
successful  rendering  of  the  part  of  '  Trilby,' 
in  the  dramatic  reproduction  of  Du 
Maurier's  celebrated  novel,  counts  among 
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William  Baird  of  Morpeth=f  Jane  Strother  of  Alnwick 

:     married  at  Morpeth, 
:     5  January,  1756.  Morpeth  Register 


William  Baird  of  Alnwick 
grocer  :  died  7  January, 
1821,  aged  63.  M.I  , 
Alnwick.  Will  dated 
10  Oct.,  1820,  proved 
27  January,  1821. 


Richard  Baird 
died  in  London 
of  a  fever  'with 
a  character  that 
few  are  entitled 
to,'  N.  Brown.  Diary 
27  Nov.,  1787 
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Jane 
diedii 
tergal 
Dec, 


Buriec 
Alnwi 


(1)  Matthew  Forster     (2)  Richard  Strother  Forster    (3)  John  Forster    (4)  John  Forster  of= 


of    Alnmouth, 

of  Pottergate,  baptised 

baptised    2 

Newcastle,  surgeon 

baptised  at  Aln- 

at Alnwick,  17  June,  1787 

Nov., 

1788  : 

assumed  the  name 

wick,  4  Oct.  1784: 

died  24  May,  1824,  unmar- 

died 4 

May, 

of  Baird.   Baptised 

died  3  May,  1821, 

ried  and  intestate. 

1789. 

8  March,  1791  ;     a 

immarried   and 

devisee    of    uncle 

intestate. 

- 

Wm.  Baird  ;    died 
at  Kensington,   15 
June,    1844.    aged 
54.      M.  Forster' s 
Obituary. 

1 

John  Forster  Baird  of  London,  barrister  at  law^Emily  Jane,  daughter  of    (a  daughter) 


of  Beaumont-hill  and  Thompson's  Walls  in 
Glendale  :    heir  and  devisee  of  his  uncle, 
Wm.  Baird,  of  Windy  Edge. 
Died leaving  issue  daughters  only. 


mmster. 


,  Brinton  of  Kidder - 
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Oj 
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B 

Vi( 

GL 

die 


Dorothea  Buird  now  (1896)  taking  the  chief 
part  in  "  Trilby,"  at  Haymarket  Theatre, 
London. 


i\)    OF    ALNWICK. 


John  Foster  of  Alnwick,  linen  draper 
married  at  Alnwick,  10  Sept.,  1783  : 
Died  29  August,  1812,  aged  G6,  buried 
at  Alnwick.    Will  dated  27  August,  1810. 


Lowes 
^hter  of 
es  Potts. 
1  at  Chelsea 
lay,  1856, 
159. 
Fortter'$ 
nary. 


t. 


(5)  William  Forater 
of  Alnwick,  grocer. 
Ac>sumed  the  name 
of  Baird  ;  of  Windy 
Edge,  bom  14  May, 
1796;  died  20  May, 
1874. 


'II, 
(1^  Jane  married 

Henry  Wilkinson 

of  High  BuBton  : 

died  3  Oct.,  1848, 

aged  56.  I 

M.I.,  Alnwick  >^ 

(8)  Grace  married 
John  Warren  of 
Pasture  House, 
Alnwick. 

(4)  Ann  married  Robt 
Chrisp  of  the  Peth, 
Alnwick,  Adjutant 
of  Northumberland 
Militia. 


Mary  Forster* 
died  12  Nov., 
1843,  aged  58. 


Joseph  Graham 
of     Alnwick, 
stationer  and 
printer,    exe-- 
cutor  to  father- 
in-law's  wUl. 
Died  at  Dun- 
ston   Steads, 
Embleton,   29 
March,    1870, 
aged  92. 
M.I ,  Alnwick. 


Baird  of 

Coll., 
natriculatod 
1854,  aged  18, 
.9;  MA..  1861, 
Dymock, 
prshire, 
ec,  1875. 
Alumtii  Oxomemti. 


J.     C.     HODGSON, 

Warkworth,  jist  March,   1896. 
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her  relatives,  Mary,  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Graham  the  printer  (the  second  of  that 
name),  whose  imprint  we  find  appearing 
for  the  first  time  in  1802  on  Stockdale's 
pamphlet  upon  **  Bull  Baiting."] 

In  1803  we  have  another  small  pamphlet, 
which  I  produce ;  12mo.  pp.  10,  printed  by  J. 
Catnach,  "  Remarks  on  the  subject  of  Riding," 
with  a  cut  by  Bewick  on  the  title;  also  a  tract 
which  I  discovered  in  the  Alnwick  Castle 
Library  "  Instructions  for  Hussars  and  Light 
Cavalry  acting  as  such,  in  time  of  war." 
Alnwick :  Printed  by  J.  Catnach,  1803, 
12mo.  pp.  54.  On  the  title-page  of  this 
tract  appears  a  very  fine  woodcut,  undoubtedly 
from  Bewick's  graver  :  a  shield  resting  against 
a  tree,  surmounted  by  a  ducal  coronet,  having 
a  cavalry  soldier  on  one  side  and  a  horse  on  the 
other ;  in  the  distance  is  a  view  of  Alnwick 
Castle.  The  arms  on  the  shield  are  those  of 
the  House  of  Percy.  Through  the  courtesy 
of  His  Grace,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  showing 
you  a  photograph  of  this  beautiful  woodcut. 
It  appears  on  the  back  cover  of  my  1806 
"Hermit"  and  I  have  just  discovered  the 
original  block  is  now  in  tlie  possession  of  the 
representatives  of  the  late  Mr.  Mark  Smith 
of  this  town. 

In  the  year  1803  there  is  printed  a 
List  of  Wards,  Divisions,  Parishes  and  Con- 
stabularies, Alnwick.  I  attribute  this  to 
Graham  but  am  not  quite  positive  as  to  the 
fact. 
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In  1804  was  issued  a  volume,  which,  so  far 
as  we  have  seen,  constitutes  Catnach's 
"Magnum  Opus."  It  is  entitled  "The 
Natural  History  of  Quadrupeds,  to  which  is 
prefixed  the  History  of  the  Earth,  &c.  &c." 
Adorned  with  73  engravings  on  wood,  Aln- 
wick. Printed  by  J.  Catnach,  Stationer  and 
Bookseller,  1804,  small  8vo,  pp.  84,  188. 

A  short  time  ago  I  mentioned  a  work  of  a 
similar  nature  called  "  Beauties  of  Natural 
History,"  issued  without  a  date,  containing 
67  cuts,  (according  to  Hugo),  who  dated  it 
1790.  I  wish  now  to  call  your  attention  to 
another  issue  of  a  similar,  if  not  the  same 
work,  called  "  Beauties  of  Natural  History, 
selected  from  Buffon's  History  of  Quadru- 
peds, with  cuts  by  Bewick."  London ; 
published  and  sold  by  the  booksellers, 
by  Wilson  and  Spence,  York,  and  by 
J.  Catnach,  printer,  Alnwick.  It  also 
contains  92  pages,  but  only  37  cuts.  From  the 
similarity  of  description  I  am  lead  to  suppose 
Hugo  has  made  a  mistake  in  the  number  of 
woodcuts — 67  for  37 — if  so,  the  description, 
with  the  exception  of  the  title-page  (a  matter 
of  small  consequence,  when  the  rest  is  iden- 
tical) makes  the  two  works  correspond.  It 
is  most  interesting  to  notice  that  for  the  first 
time,  he  announces  the  fact  that  the  cuts  are 
by  Bewick;  a  name  calculated  to  secure  the 
success  of  the  book,  as,  at  this  time  Bewick 
would  have  reached  the  highest  point  in  the 
estimation  of  the  world  of  art. 


^  :  :,t< 


Tail-piece. — Burns'  Poems. 
Alnwick,  Vol.  I.  (Davison),  1808. 


Tail-piece. — Burn's  Poems. 
Alnwick,  Vol.  II.  (Davison),  1808. 
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Already  the  majority  of  the  educated 
public  had  made  the  acquaintance  of  and 
read  with  interest  the  History  of  Quad- 
rupeds (1790),  and  the  6rst  volume  of  the 
History  of  Land  Birds  (1797),  and  now 
the  History  of  Water  Birds  (1804),  showed 
them  how  beautiful  the  art  of  wood-engraving 
had  become  in  the  hands  of  a  genius  such  as 
Bewick.  The  inducements  held  out  to  his 
readers  by  Catnach  were  perfectly  justifiable, 
since  nothing  approaching  this  kind  of  illus- 
tration of  Natural  History  subjects  had  been 
seen  until  Bewick's  time. 

Now  we  must  try  and  find  a  date  f(»r  this 
volume  entitled  "  Beauties  of  Natural  His- 
tory," and  the  following  facts,  I  think,  enable 
us  to  do  so  with  some  degree  of  certainty. 
If  you  notice,  The  Natural  History  of  Quad- 
rupeds is  paged  1  to  84,  and  then  begins^ 
BufEon's  History  of  Quadrupeds,  commencing- 
again  from  page  1  to  188.  I  have  care- 
fully compared  my  copy  of  "  Beauties  "  with 
Mr.  Skelly's  copy  of  the  1804  Natural 
History  of  Quadrupeds,  and  I  find  on  exam- 
ination that  the  former  is  simply  a  portion, 
(pages  1 — 92)  of  the  second  part  of  the  latter: 
this  you  can  see  for  yourselves  on  looking  at 
the  two  works.  It  is  printed  from  the  same 
type  and  possesses  the  same  signatures,  wood- 
cuts, and  tail-pieces.  Now  I  think,  with 
these  facts  before  us,  we  cannot  date  the- 
"  Beauties  "  earlier  than  1804. 
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In  connection  with  this  point  it  is  interest- 
ing to  notice  that  Catnach  issued  the  "  Natural 
History  of  BufEon  "  in  18  numbers  at  8d  each; 
-each  number  containing  40  pages,  octavo 
size,  the  complete  work  making  2  vols,  with 
200  engravings,  and,  as  he  very  honestly 
says,  "  is  more  than  was  ever  given  of  the 
same  quality."  Mr.  Gr.  H.  Thompson 
possesses  No.  3  of  this  issue.  We  will  find 
subsequently  that  the  publication  of  books  in 
numbers,  was  carried  out  by  Catnach's  suc- 
<!essor,  W.  Davison. 

From  1800,  (or  perhaps  earlier,)  to  the  ter- 
mination of  his  career  in  Alnwick,  Catnach 
issued  large  quantities  of  small  chajJ-books, 
chiefly  for  children.  In  the  History  of  the 
Catnach  Press  by  Mr.  Hindley,  you  will  find 
in  fac-simile,  "  The  Royal  Play  Book  :  or 
Children's  Friend."  "A  Present  for  little 
Masters  and  Misses."  "  The  Death  and 
Burial  of  Cock  Eobin,"  &c.  Adorned  with 
cuts,  Alnwick,  sold  wholesale  and  retail  by  J. 
Catnach,  at  his  toy-book  manufactory. 

In  the  early  part  of  this  century  the  is- 
suing of  small  books  for  the  instruction  and 
amusement  of  the  juvenile  portion  of  the 
community  was  quite  a  feature  in  the  history 
of  printing.  The  old  nursery  stories,  ballads 
and  songs,  hymns,  and  natural  history  lessons, 
formed  the  bulk  of  these  interesting  little 
volumes.  Almost  all  of  them  were  adorned 
•with  wood-cuts,  many  most  rudely  executed, 
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others  possessing  strong  evidence  of  having 
been  either  the  early  work  of  the  two  great 
wood-engravers,  Thomas  and  John  Bewick,  or 
executed  under  tlieir  supervision  by  their 
pupils.  Then,  in  addition  to  the  children's 
books,  the  elder  portion  of  the  community  were 
specially  provided  for,  by  the  Chap-book,  at 
one  time  a  popular  mode  of  literary  circulation, 
and  one  largely  patronized  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  rural  districts.  As  you  know,  the  name 
of  chap-book  was  acquired  from  their  being 
sold  by  the  travelling  fraternity,  "  with  the 
bundleon  back,"  the  pedlars, packmen,  or  chap- 
men as   they  were   designated. 

Old  Romances,  Tales  of  Horror,  Jokes  and 
Funny  Tales,  Trials,  Songs  and  Ballads  were 
the  material  composing  this  class  of  literature; 
one  very  much  sought  after  now-a-days  by 
collectors.  No  doubt,  Catnach  did  not  neglect 
this,  a  most  profitable  branch  of  the  printer's 
business. 

Let  us  proceed  to  examine  the  more  per- 
manent class  of  literature  emanating  from  the 
Alnwick  press.  Mr  Geo.  Skelly  and  also 
Mr  Hindley,  in  his  Life  and  Times  of  James 
Catnach,  xniorm  us  that  in  1806  an  edition  of 
Stockdale's  poems  was  issued  with  cuts  by 
Thomas  Bewick.  I  have  not  seen  any  other 
edition  than  that  of  1800,  which  I  have 
shown  you  already.  But  I  produce  a  tract 
printed  in  1806  by  J.  Catnach,  Bookseller, 
*'  A  Paraphrase  on  the  40th  and  53rd  chapt€i-s 
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of  Isaiah."  It  has  a  fine  cut  on  the  title- 
page,  found  afterwards  in  the  Hermit  of 
Warkworth,  following  the  dedicatory  verses. 

The  year  1806  will  be  always  associated 
with  that  most  remarkable  and  successful 
of  all  the  Alnwick  typographical  productions, 

The  Heemit  op  Warkworth. 

Apparently,  Catnach's  use  of  Bewick's 
wood-cut  illustrations  must  have  been  suc- 
cessful, for  the  artist,  Mr  Craig,  received  a 
commission  for  certain  designs  which  were 
engraved  on  wood  by  Thomas  Bewick  to  il- 
lustrate this  stirring  poetical  romance  by 
Bishop  Percy,  and  we  must  give  Catnach 
great  praise  for  the  manner  in  which  he  issued 
the  work.  There  is  no  doubt  the  Hermit  of 
Warkworth  has  very  justly  brought  much 
credit  to  the  enterprise  of  its  printer.  The 
undertaking  of  such  a  superior  class  of  work, 
so  far  beyond  anything  Catnach  had  pre- 
viously attempted,  illustrated  by  Thomas 
Bewick,  whose  fame  at  this  date  was  at  its 
highest,  must  be  looked  upon  as  remarkable 
in  the  history  of  a  printer  and  publisher  in 
a  small  town  like  Alnwick.  It  shows 
conclusively  how  advanced  were  the  ideas  of 
Catnach,  and  fully  indicates  his  appreciation 
of  the  artistic  value,  as  well  as  the  interesting 
and  educational  aspects  of   book-illustration. 

The  popularity  of  the  work  is  apparent 
from  the  great  number  of  editions  and  re- 
prints  which   have  issued  from  the  Alnwick 


Newcastle,  25  Octr.,  1816. 

De.  Sie, 

I  received  your  Letter  inclosing  your  Promissory  Note,  at  3 
months  for  £1C  8s  6d  which  when  paid  will  settle  your  Acct.  for 
Wood  Cuts  done  for  yourself — but  you  take  no  notice  of  the  painful 
&  disagreeable  affair  of  Catnach's. — you  no  doubt  will  well  remember 
that  I  wou'd  not  trust  Catnach  a  Gd.,  neither  wou'd  I  at  all  have 
undertaken  to  do  the  Cuts  for  the  Hermit  of  Wark worth,  had  not  you 
&  Mr  Bell  promised  to  pay  me  £25  on  acct.  of  that  publication,  the 
Cuts  for  which,  I  understand  are  in  your  hands — The  Cuts  for  the 
Hermit  came  to  £44  138  8d — of  this  sum  I  paid  Mr.  Craig  for  making 
the  Designs  £17  17s,  besides  (I  believe)  some  carriage  and  postage  ; 
&  all  I  got  of  Catnach  towards  payment  for  these  Cuts  was  £6  10s 
leaving  a  Bal.  of  £38  Bs  8d — you  &  Mr.  Bell  ought  in  honour 
immediately  to  pay  me  what  you  have  promised — you  £15  &  he  £10, 
as  is  plainly  promised  in  both  your  Letters,  before  I  began  the  Cuts  & 
in  your  subsequent  Letters  to  me  you  also  gave  me  to  understand  that 
what  you  promised  you  wou'd  perform  &  I  hope  both  you  &  Mr 
Bell  will  send  me  your  joint  promissory  note  without  delay  for  the 
above  sum. — The  other  small  Sum  which  you  have  promised  to  sen«l 
me  is  as  follows. — 

S.       D. 

22  Jany.  1814     A  set  of  the  Birds     Demy  18    — 

Exps.  on  a  returnd  Bill  2       0 


£1  —   :   6 
I  am 

Sir 

Your  raoet  obedt- 

THOMAS   BEWICK. 

(^Unpublished  letter  of  Thomas  Bewick  to  W.  Davison, 
in  the  collection  of  C.  Clark  Burman.) 
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press,  and  quite  justified  the  ambitious  enter- 
prise which  prompted  its  publication. 

I  may  say,  before  going  further,  that  this 
1806  issue  of  the  Hermit  of  Warkworth  was 
not  the  first  time  it  was  printed  in  this  town 
(you  will  remember  Catnach  advertised  a  six- 
penny edition  in  1800),  but  you  can  see  the 
character  of  this  beautifully  illustrated  edition 
places  it  at  the  head  of  anything  of  its  kind 
issued  by  a  provincial  printer.  Mr.  Hindley 
in  his  History  of  the  Catnach  Press  says  : — 
"John  Catnach  had  a  great  relish  for  printing 
such  works  as  would  admit  of  expensive 
embellishments,  which,  at  the  time  he  com- 
menced business,  were  exceedingly  rare.  The 
taste  he  displayed  in  the  execution  of  his 
work  will  be  best  exemplified  in  examining 
some  of  the  printed  editions  of  the  standard 
works  which  emanated  from  his  press ;  and 
in  no  instance  is  this  more  characteristically 
set  forth  than  in  those  finely  printed  books 
which  are  so  beautifully  illustrated  by  the 
masterly  hand  of  Thomas  Bewick  and  his 
accomplished  and  talented  pupil,  Luke 
Clennel."  The  work  is  illustrated  by  the 
fine  cut  of  the  Northumberland  Arms,  three 
full  page  cuts,  eight  vignettes,  and  one  tail- 
piece. 

I  am  in  a  position  to  say  how  much 
Catnach  agreed  to  pay  for  the  designing  and 
engraving  of  the  wood-cuts  for  the  Hermit  of 
Warkworth.  I  possess  an  autograph  letter 
from   Thomas   Bewick  to  Mr  W.  Davison, 
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who  bec.ime  first  partner  with,  and  then  suc- 
cessor to  Catnach,  and  he  gives  us  the 
following  particulars  :  "  The  cuts  for  the 
Hermit  came  to  £44  13s  8d,  of  this  sum  I 
paid  Mr  Craig  for  making  the  designs  £17 
17s  Od,  besides  (I  believe)  some  carriage  and 
postage,  and  all  I  got  from  Catnach  towards 
payment  for  these  cuts  was  £6  10s  Od." 

I  fear  Catnach  was  improvident,  to  say  the 
least,  as  Bewick  in  an  earlier  part  of  his 
letter  says  "  I  would  not  trust  Catnach  a  6d," 
and  he  evidently  only  consented  to  the  en- 
graving of  the  blocks  because  Mr  Davison 
and  a  Mr  Bell  promised  to  pay  £25  on 
account  of  the  work.  I  show  you  this 
interesting  letter,  which  you  can  read  for 
yourselves,  since  it  points  to  some 
association  with,  or,  at  least,  active  interest 
in  Catnach's  work  by  W.  Davison,  some  time 
before  he  entered  into  partnership  with  him. 
In  a  Newcastle  newspaper  of  Nov.  28th,  1801, 
we  find  a  notice  to  creditors  and  debtors  that 
John  Catnach  of  Alnwick,  bookseller  and 
stationer,  had  made  an  assignment  of  all  his 
personal  estate  and  effects  to  William  Wilson 
and  William  Milne  for  the  benefit  of  his 
creditors,  and  that  the  indenture  was  lodged 
at  the  office  of  Mr  Bell  of  Alnwick  for 
perusal  and  signature  of  the  several  creditors. 
Leaving  this  unpleasant  remembrance  of 
John  Catnach's  financial  difficulties,  we  will 
now  consider  the  book  itself. 
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The  first  edition  with  the  cuts  was  issued 
in  1806  and  for  a  long  time  I  have  never 
come  across  any  copies  larger  than  12mo. 
or  post  8vo.  but  very  recently  I  secured  what 
we  would  call  a  large  paper  copy,  of  this,  the 
first  edition,  though  the  names  of  booksellers 
from  whom  it  may  be  bought  is  not  the  same 
as  on  the  small  paper  copies.  We  find  the  same 
variation  with  the  second  edition,  of  which  ve 
meet  with  some  copies  dated  1806  and  others 
1807.     The  dedication  is  dated  October,  ISOo. 

It  is  really  the  second  edition  carrying  the 
date  1807  to  which  I  beg  to  call  your  atten- 
tion. This  is  the  work  to  which  Hugo  in  his 
Bewick  Collector,  No.  221,  attaches  the  re- 
mark that  Catnach  only  printed  this  edition 
from  the  blocks,  the  others  being  printed  from 
stereos  of  the  wood-cuts  ;  this  I  scarcely  think 
will  bear  argument,  I  grant  that  he  may  have 
used  stereos  for  all  the  issues  subsequent  to 
the  second  edition,  but,  surely,  in  a  Jirst 
edition  of  a  work  so  notable  in  the  history  of 
the  printer  he  would  not  use  stereotypes. 
His  interest  in  the  success  of  the  work  would 
prevent  him  running  any  risk  of  depreciating 
its  value  by  giving  inferior  impressions  of  the 
illustrations — the  most  essential  part  of  this- 
new  departure,  and  certainly  the  first  he  had 
attempted  on  so  elaborate  a  scale.  Besides, 
stereotyping  was  anything  but  general  at  this- 
date. 

Tlje    large    paper   copies    of    the   second 
(1807)  edition  were  printed  on  special  paper. 
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of  a  strength  and  texture  such  as  would  allow 
full  justice  to  be  done  to  the  illustrations,  and 
the  extraordinary  beauty  of  the  impressions 
on  this  thick  paper  is  remarkable;  show- 
ing that  Catnach  possesssed  a  thoroughly 
practical,  as  well  as  artistic  knowledge. 
He  thus  secured  the  most  favourable 
conditions  as  to  paper  and  workmanship, 
in  order  that  the  illustrations  should  be 
worthy  of  the  great  artist  who  engraved 
them.  Undoubtedly,  this  is  an  "  Edition  de 
Luxe,"  and  probably  represents  the  finest 
work  of  the  Alnwick  Press.  Nothing  could  be 
finer  or  more  brilliant  than  these  impressions, 
and  the  volume  reflects  the  greatest  possible 
credit  upon  the  skill  and  workmanship,  which 
must  have  been  of  the  highest  order  to  reach 
such  a  degree  of  perfection  ;  more  especially 
when  we  consider  the  state  of  printing 
throughout  the  country  in  the  early  part  of 
"this  century.  The  impressions  of  the  cuts 
remind  me  of  the  work  of  Bulmer  in  the 
Poems  of  Goldsmith  and  Parnell,  of  which 
Hugo  writes  as  "  a  magnificent  result  of  the 
■efforts  of  the  wood-engraver,  type-founder, 
paper-maker  and  printer."  In  drawing  this 
oomparison  I  make  due  allowance  for  the 
facilities  afforded  for  high  class  work  in  the 
establishment  of  the  great  Londun  typo- 
grapher, as  contrasted  with  the  small  plant 
and  other  restrictions  associated  with  the 
printers'  art  as  carried  on  in  a  country  town 
like    Alnwick.       With    Bulmer's   facilities, 
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Catnach  might  have  turned  out  work  fully 
equal  to  that  of  the  famous  Shakespeare 
Press. 

It  is  in  this  work  that  we  meet  with 
a  beautiful  cut  of  the  Northumberland  Arms 
preceding  the  dedication,  and  on  the  original 
covers  of  the  large  paper  copies  we  meet  with 
another  most  beautiful  cut,  used  by  Catnach 
for  his  trade  card.  It  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  Dr.  Robt  Smith  of  Winterton,  in  the 
County  of  Durham,  who  has  adapted  it  to 
the  purposes  of  a  book-plate. 

Some  copies  of  the  Hermit  contain  "  Des  - 
scriptive  Accounts  of  Warkworth  Hermitage 
and  Castle,  of  Alnwick  Castle  and  Abbey, 
and  a  charming  descriptive  ride  in  Hulne 
Park."  I  show  you  one  of  the  copies  contain- 
ing this  additional  matter. 

Many  times  this  popular  poem  was  issued, 
but  never  on  such  an  elaborate  scale  as  this 
famous  1807  edition.  There  is  a  very  rare 
edition  dated  1808  (the  first  issued  by  W. 
Davison),  12rao.  size,  with  seven  full-page" 
wood-cuts  and  three  tail-pieces,  published  at 
Is  6d.  Others  appeared  in  1811,  1814, 1821, 
1825,  1886-39,  1841,  and  in  this  latter  year 
we  find  the  Poem  "  Adapted  for  Theatrical 
Representation,"  by  Robert  Wilkie ;  with 
eleven  cuts  illustrating  the  poem.  This 
adaptation  of  the  work  is  exceedingly  scarce. 


38 

Apparently  the  great  success  attending  this 
tine  issue  of  The  Hermit,  led  Catnach  to 
attempt  other  publications  upon  very  similar 
lines.  Mr  Skelly  informs  us  that  prepara- 
tions had  been  made  for  an  edition  of  Bishop 
Percy's  Beliques  of  Ancient  Poetry,  to 
correspond  with  the  Hermit,  in  size  and 
embellishment,  but  I  cannot  discover  any  trace 
of  its  having  been  issued.  We  do  find,  how- 
ever, that  he  selects  a  well-known  poem, 
The  Minstrel :  or  the  Progress  of  Genius,  by 
James  Beattie  ;  and  we  now  notice  the  title- 
page  bears  the  name  of  Davison  associated  with 
Catnach.  This  is  our  first  introduction  to 
W.  Davison,  of  whom  we  will  have  much  to 
say.  The  work  was  illustrated  by  a  remark- 
ably fine  series  of  wood-cuts,  six  of  which 
are  large  vignettes,  designed  by  Thurston 
and  engraved  by  Clennel,  one  of  Thos. 
Bewick's  cleverest  pupils,  who  is  associated 
in  our  minds  as  the  ai-tist  of  most  of  the 
illustrations  for  Scott's  Border  Antiquities. 
His  career  was  unfortunate,  but  I  cannot 
spare  time  to  repeat  it.  You  will  find  some 
interesting  notes  regarding  him  in  Jackson's 
Biistory  of  Wood  Engraving  and  other  bio- 
graphical notices  of  artists  and  engravers. 

Perhaps  the  fact  that  Catnach  had  not  been 
able  to  discharge  his  liabilities  for  the  en- 
graving of  the  Hermit  blocks  prevented  him 
engaging  the  services  of  Bewick.  You  can 
judge  by  examination  for  yourselves,  how  fine 
the   wood-cuts   are,   and   yet    how    entirely 
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different  from  the  work  of  Clennel's  master, 
Thos.  Bewick.  I  may  mention  from  uot^js 
made  by  the  late  Dr.  Davison  (a  son  of  the 
partner  of  Catnach),  in  a  book  in  my  posses- 
sion, the  price  of  each  wood  block  was  £8  ; 
£3  to  Thurston  for  the  design,  and  £5  to 
Clennel  for  the  engraving,  and,  as  the  work 
contains  fix  of  these  large  wood-cuts,  the  ex- 
pense would  be  £48,  a  sum  rather  more  than 
what  Bewick  charged  for  the  Hermit  blocks 
(£44  13s  Sd.) 

Stimulated,  no  doubt,  by  the  well  deserved 
success  of  the  Hermit  of  Warkworth,  or  per- 
haps anxious  to  publish  in  a  companion  form 
this  well  known  poem  by  Beattie  ;  Catnach, 
who,  as  we  see  had  now  taken  Davison  into 
some  kind  of  partnership,  issues  this  most 
beautiful  work  with  CleBnel's  illustrations 
from  Thurston's  designs,  and  whether  Bewick 
had  any  hand  in  engraving  them,  as  Hugo 
seems  to  suppose,  the  character  of  the  work  is 
fully  up  to  the  standard  of  the  Hermit.  The 
large  paper  copies  are  printed  on  paper  of 
similar  quality,  the  impressions  are  con-es- 
pondingly  brilliant,  particularly  that  on  page 
62,  and  the  uniformity  in  size  makes  it  a 
worthy  companion  of  the  earlier  work. 

I  shoald  like  to  remark  that  Hugo's  opinion 
regarding  Bewick's  work  in  finishing  the  cuts 
for  the  Minstrel  is  open  to  doubt.  Clennel  left 
Bewick  and  went  to  London  in  1804,  his 
apprenticeship  terminated   in   April  of  that 
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year,  and  for  a  few  months  following  he  con- 
tinued to  work  in  Bewick's  studio,  but  left 
for  London  in  the  autumn.  Now  we  find 
that  Thurston  and  Clennel  were  frequently 
associated  as  designer  and  engraver  and  that 
Clennel  improved  upon  the  designs  of  Thur- 
ston by  increasing,  according  to  his  judgment, 
the  lights  and  shades  ;  and,  since  he  ranks 
high  as  an  artist,  his  judgment  would  be  a 
cultivated  one.  In  Chatto  and  Jackson's 
History  of  Wood  Engraving,  1839  an 
illustration  is  given  on  page  522  of  the  im- 
provement effected  by  the  engraver,  and  one 
of  the  cuts  from  the  Minstrel  (that  at  page 
22)  is  mentioned  as  an  example  of  the  bene- 
fit of  Clennel's  modification  of  Thurston's 
design. 

Personally,  I  am  of  opinion  that  Clennel  is 
solely  responsible  for  the  engraving  of  the 
blocks,  and  that  they  were  executed  by  him 
after  going  to  London. 

No  doubt  there  would  be  a  small  as  well 
as  a  large  paper  edition  issued,  corres- 
ponding in  size  with  the  similar  issue 
of  the  Hermit.  I  have  not,  however,  come 
across  one ;  but  next  year  (1808)  one  was 
issued,  apparently  a  reprint,  as  it  possesses  the 
same  number  of  pages,  the  frontispiece 
being  the  cut  which  is  found  on  page  62 
of  the  1807  edition.  Others  followed  rapidly, 
1810,  1811  ?  and  later. 
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Previous,  however,  to  the  issue  of 
The  Minstrel,  aad,  perhaps  I  should  have 
introduced  it  earlier,  since  it  carries  only 
Catnach's  name,  is  a  small  8vo.  pamphlet, 
signed  "  Scaevola,"  "  To  the  Freeholders  of 
the  County  of  Northumberland."  Printed 
by  J.  Catnach,  1807. 

During  this  year  I  find  the  imprint  of  J. 
Graham  appears  (not  M.  and  J.  as  formerly) , 
on  ''The  Rules  of  the  Alnwick  Library  for 
1807."  Printed  by  J.  Graham,  16mo.  pp.  28. 

We  have  already  mentioned  the  fact  that 
Davison's  name  appeared  with  that  of  Cat- 
nach, on  the  1807  Minstrel.  I  have  a  copy 
of  a  small  tract  of  3 1  pages  issued  in  1808, 
entitled,  "  Thoughts  in  Alnwick  Churchyard, 
and  other  Poems,"  Printed  for  the  author 
by  J.  Catnach,  bookseller,  (the  author'* 
name  was  Robert  Patterson).  Now  it  seems 
rather  strange  that  Catnach  should  issue  any- 
thing subsequent  to  a  partnership,  bearing 
his  name  only  ;  may  we  suggest  that  Davison 
was  not  virtually  a  partner  in  the  business- 
as  yet,  but  possessed  an  interest  in  the 
Minstrel  through  some  pecuniary  assist- 
ance rendered  to  Catnach  in  connection  with 
the  expense  of  its  issue.  We  have  already 
seen  he  was  held  responsible  by  Bewick  for  a 
share  of  the  price  for  engraving  the  Hermit 
blocks,  as  Bewick's  letter  shows :  but  it  is 
certain,  that  in  1808  there  must  have  been  some 
definite  agreement,  and  a  proper  partnership 
concluded,  as  we  never  see  anything  of  this 
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^ate  (except  the  above  tract),  which  does  not 
carry  the  names  of  both. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  however,  that  Catnach 
must  have  had  several  works  in  hand  at  the 
time  the  partnership  was  arranged,  since  with 
the  most  important  work,  I  daresay,  which 
issued  from  the  Alnwick  press — the  Poems  of 
Robert  Burns — we  will  find  two  issues  of 
1808,  one  carrying  both  names,  and  the  other, 
that  of  W.  Davison  only.  It  is  quite 
•evident  the  association  of  Catnach  and  Davi- 
son as  printers  was  of  a  very  short  duration; 
•of  course  there  Tna,y  have  been  some  earlier 
private  agreement,  as  from  Bewick's  letter  it 
■would  seem  there  can  be  no  doubt  Davison 
assisted  Catnach  by  allowing  himself  to 
become  responsible  for  some  portion  at  least 
•of  his  debts. 

Before  going  into  details  regarding  the 
great  typographical  event  of  1808  in  Alnwick, 
the  issue  of  Burn's  poems,  let  us  first  of  all 
<;lear  the  way  by  mentioning  that  on  January 
12th,  J.  Forster  issued  a  series  of  six  aqua- 
iint  views  of  Alnwick  Castle,  from  the  N.,  S., 
and  S.E.,  Alnwick  Abbey  from  E.,andHulne 
Abbey  from  W.,  and  N.E. 

They  are  drawn  by  J.  Forster  and  engraved 
by  J.  Forster  and  F.  Jukes,  oblong  quarto 
size ;  they  are  pretty,  effective  and  interesting 
illustrations.  I  show  you  them  bound  up 
with  a  large  paper  copy  of  the  Hermit.  I 
have   seen    a   coloured   series,    but  from  an 
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artistic  point  of  view  this  is  a  disadvantage. 
I  may  also  mention  here  that  in  May,  1804, 
Catnach  issued  a  notice  by  J.  Kidd  of  his 
publication  of  a  print  of  Alnwick  Castle 
from  the  Green  Seat  in  Bameyside,  price 
10/6  plain,  and  21/-  coloured. 

We  can  now  go  into  details  regarding  the 
typographical  event  of  1808,  the  first  issue  of 
"  The  Poetical  Works  of  Robert  Bums,  with 
his  life.  Ornamented  on  wood  by  Mr  Bewick 
from  original  designs  by  Mr  Thurston,"  in 
two  volumes.  Alnwick,  printed  by  Catnach 
and  Davison,  post  8vo.,  1808. 

We  may  safely  assume  that  at  this  time, 
whatever  private  business  arrangements 
had  previously  existed  between  Catnach 
and  Davison,  they  had  become  bona-fide 
partners  in  the  trade  of  Publishers  and 
Printers  ;  but  from  circumstances  con- 
nected with  an  issue  of  Bums  in  2  vols. 
bearing  Davison's  name  only,  during  the  same 
year,  we  must  conclude  the  partnership  was 
very  short.  Mr  Skelly  is  my  authority 
for  stating  that  at  the  time  of  Davison  be- 
coming Catnach's  partner,  the  whole  of  the 
sheets  of  the  first  issue  of  this  date  were 
printed,  and  it  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
chapter  of  accidents  that  the  work  is  asso- 
ciated with  Davison  :  thus  you  see  mj  pre- 
sumption that  Davison's  interest  in  the  issue 
of  Beattie's  Minstrel,  1807,  was  more  of  the 
character  of  a  guarantee  for  pecuniary  assist- 
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ance  than  an  announcement  of  their  partner- 
ship, is  corroborated,  and  we  have  seen 
Catnach  in  1808  issued,  at  least,  one  publi- 
cation, bearing  his  own  name  only. 

The  illustrations  to  Burn's  Poems  consist 
of  nine  full  page  wood-cuts  in  Vol.  I.,  and  a 
large  number  of  characteristic  tail-pieces, 
numbering  in  all  thirty-two ;  while  Vol.  II. 
contains  five  full-page  cuts  and  fifteen  tail- 
pieces. 

With  regard  to  the  execution  of  the  en- 
gravings, D.  C.  Thomson  in  his  Life  of 
Thomas  Bewick,  page  217,  says,  "  none  are 
very  favourable  specimens  of  the  engraver's 
work,  and  in  these  illustrations  Bewick 
appears  to  have  lost  the  great  part  of  the 
subtle  charm  of  his  earlier  labours.  The 
engravings  which  display  something  of  the 
old  magic  are  '  Going  home  ' — a  lovely  block 
when  well  printed — showing  a  man  returning 
from  market  with  his  unladen  donkey. 
*  Tarn  O'Shanter  chased  by  the  Witches,'  is 
fine,  and  the  Cows  on  page  30,  the  Fox  Hunt 
at  page  85,  and  the  Dog  and  Cat  at  page 
140,  in  the  second  volume,  are  excellent 
examples  of  Bewick's  best  style  at  this  period. 

On  the  other  hand,  Hindley  in  his  Life  of 
Catnach,  page  13,  referring  to  these  illustra- 
tions, says  "  Many  of  the  engravings  produced 
for  Burn's  Poems  are  of  a  very  superior  class 
and  cannot  be  too  highly  commended." 
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Personally,  I  have  never  considered  the 
vignette  engravings  as  representative  of 
Bewick,  and  if  my  heterodoxy  in  this 
respect  should  astonish  you,  I  would  ask  you 
to  compare  thera  with  other  wood-cuts 
executed  by  Bewick  about  this  date,  I  admit 
Thurston's  designs  were  not  of  a  class  so 
well  adapted  to  Bewick's  vigorous  style  of 
engraving  (he  always  pleases  most  when  he  is 
his  own  designer),  and  you  will  remember 
Clennel  took  liberties  with  the  designs  of  this 
artist  in  Beattie's  Minstrel. 

The  character  of  the  engraving  is  decidedly 
more  like  the  work  of  Clennel  than  Bewick , 
and  I  would  ask  you  to  compare  them  with 
the  cuts  in  The  Minstrel.  I  have  discovered 
that  William  Harvey,  one  of  Bewick's 
most  distinguished  pupils,  asserts  they  were 
the  work  of  Henry  White,  another  pupil ; 
and  that  White  also  engraved  the  same 
artist's  designs  for  Thomson's  Seasons,  pub- 
lished in  1805.  See  his  letter  in  Robinson's 
Thos.  Bewick's  Life  and  Times,  p.  267. 

"  I  shall  feel  great  pleasure  in  assisting  you 
to  avoid  the  mistakes  of  many  of  his  well 
intentioned  friends  in  attributing  to  him 
the  execution  of  engravings  in  which  he 
liad  no  share.  I  consider  him  so  superior 
to  any  of  his  followers  that  a  careful 
"  weeding "  is  more  calculated  to  serve 
than  deti-act  from  his  transcendant  merit. 
The  designs  by  Thurston  for  Burns,  I 
believe,  were  entirely  engraved  by  Harry 
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White.     I  merely  mention  this  as  ii  case 
in  point." 

Austin  Dobson  accepts  this  authority,  as 
you  will  see  on  reading  his  remarks  on  page 
134  and  221  of  his  work,  Thomas  Bewick 
and  Sis  Pupils. 

You  must  not  think  I  am  making  these 
remarks  in  any  depreciatory  spirit  of  Bewick  ; 
I  am  much  too  warm  an  admirer  of  his 
marvellous  powers  of  wood  engraving. 
I  rather  intend  them  to  illustrate  the  fact 
that  works,  which  an  authority  like  Thomson, 
does  not  consider  favourable  specimens,  may 
have  been,  as  Harvey  asserts,  the  work  of 
one  of  his  pupils  and  the  master's  fame  suffers 
by  having  them  placed  to  his  credit. 

You  must  bear  in  mind  that  most  of  the 
tailpieces,  as  distinguished  from  the  vignettes, 
reveal  their  engraver,  they  carry  most 
authoritatively,  in  their  vigorous  style  and^ 
marked  contrasts  of  black  and  white,  the 
stamp  of  Bewick's  own  handiwork,  and  I 
fully  agree  with  Thomson  that  many  of  them 
are  examples  of  his  very  best  form.  I  am  the 
fortunate  possessor  of  eight  of  the  original 
vignette  blocks  and  sixteen  tail-pieces  which 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  exhibiting.  How- 
ever, we  must  leave  this  subject  and  pass  on  to 
consider  the  chronological  study  of  the 
various  issues  of  this  work.  We  have  already 
seen  Catnach  issued  Buffon's  Natural  History 
of  Quadrupeds  in  18  parts.      We  find  that 
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Catnach  and  Davison  followed  out  a  similar 
plan  with  their  edition  of  Bums.  The 
following  is  an  advertisment  appearing  on 
the  back  of  a  large  paper  copy,  in  boards,  of 
The  Minstrel.  Alnwick,  Catnach  and  Davi- 
son, 1807.  "  This  day  is  published  No.  1 
price  one  shilling  of  the  Poetical  Works  of 
Bums  with  his  Life.  This  edition  will  be 
printed  upon  a  fine  foolscap  8vo.  hot-pressed, 
and  completed  in  about  ten  numbers ;  each 
number  containing  52  pages,  making  two 
handsome  volumes,  embellished  with  14 
beautiful  engravings  and  a  quantity  of 
characteristic  tail-pieces.  A  number  to  be 
delivered  every  fortnight  till  finished.  Each 
number  price  one  shilling,  to  be  paid  on 
delivery.  The  Life,  Contents,  &c.,  will  be 
delivered  at  the  end.  Alnwick  :  Printed  by 
Catnach  and  Davison,  of  whom  subscribers' 
names  are  received,  and  by  all  other  book- 
sellers." 

This  method  of  issue  would  no  doubt  be 
acceptable  to  many  of  their  customei-s  wlio 
would  not  hesitate  so  much  about  purchasing 
the  work  when  the  payment  was  by  instal- 
ments, and  as  you  know  it  is  now  largely 
adopted  by  Cassell  and  other  publishers. 

In  1808,  Catnach  and  Davison  issued 
"  Blair's  Grave  and  Gray's  Elegy  with  notes 
Moral  and  Explanatory."  12mo.  pp.  xiv.,  72, 
with  large  woodcut  frontispiece  and  other 
cuts  by  Bewick  ;  the  frontispiece  cut 
having  apparently  been  executed  on  purpose 
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to  illustrate  the  work.  My  copy  of  1808  is 
bound  in  covers  dated  1811.  This  popular 
little  work  was  several  times  issued  by 
Davison  at  various  dates. 

With  this  work  my  acquaintance  with 
Catnach  as  an  Alnwick  printer  ceases.  We 
are  informed  he  left  the  town  towards  the 
autumn  of  1808,  and  went  to  Newcastle, 
where  he  carried  on  the  trade  of  a  printer 
for  five  years.  One  work  he  printed  while 
resident  in  Newcastle,  I  have  the  pleasure  of 
showing  you,  "The  Life  of  John  Thompson, 
mariner.  Written  by  himself  and  embel- 
lished with  engravings."  Newcastle  :  Printed 
for  the  Author  by  J.  Catnach,  Newgate 
Street,  1810.  Unfortunately  for  Catnach, 
the  author  died  just  as  the  work  was  all 
printed,  but  not  bound,  and  the  whole  of  the 
stock  was  thrown  on  his  hands. 

For  full  particulars  of  John  Catnach  I 
must  refer  you  to  Mr  Skelly's  letters  to  the 
Alnwick  Journal  in  1876,  or  to  Mr  Hindley's 
works  to  which  I  have  so  often  had  occasion 
to  refer. 

W.  Davison,  now,  is  entirely  responsible 
for  the  printing  and  publishing  business 
which  he  carried  on  in  conjunction  with  his 
own,  that  of  a  chemist ;  a  rather  strange  com- 
bination, but  apparently  quite  compatible 
and  also  remunerative.  Like  his  partner 
Catnach,  he  was  thoroughly  advanced  in  his 
ideas,  and  you  will  see  by  the  large  amount 
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of  book  illustrations  which  were  issued  during 
his  time,  a  very  large  proportion  of  which 
were  either  Bewick's  work  entirely,  or 
else  executed  under  his  supervision,  and 
probably  received  most  of  their  finishing 
touches  at  his  hands.  No  doubt  he  patron- 
ised Bewick  largely,  since  he  is  said  to  have 
paid  him  £500  for  wood-engraving,  and  it  is 
reported  the  great  artist  resided  in  Alnwick 
while  executing  some  of  Davison's  commis- 
sions. 

It  would  be  most  interesting  to  refer  to  some 
of  the  characteristics  of  Davison  :  his  enter- 
prise, ability  and  perseverance  are  admirable, 
and  would  form  a  fitting  example  of  "  How  to 
succeed  in  life,  "  but  unfortunately,  I  have 
no  time  to  spare  and  we  must  pass  on  to  ex- 
amine the  work  upon  which  he  expended  his 
energy  and  see  how  faithfully  he  maintained 
the  high  position  which  the  Alnwick  press 
had  already  attained  in  the  art  of  typography. 

Probably  the  first  work  of  any  magnitude 
which  he  attempted  on  becoming  sole 
proprietor  was  the  issue  of  another  edition  of 
Barn's  Poetical  Works  ;  it  also  was  published 
in  1808,  so  that  he  must  have  lost  no  time  in 
commencing  work  after  the  dissolution  of  part- 
nership with  Catnach.  This  edition  is  entirely 
"  set  up  "  afresh,  and  is  not  a  re-issue,  as  the 
most  cursory  examination  of  the  two  work* 
will  show.  The  same  full-page  cuts  are  found 
but  the  arrangeujent  of  the  tail-pieces  are 
different,  a  few  typographical  errors  are  cor- 
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Tected  and  each  page  possesses  a  double  head- 
line containing  the  name  of  the  poem  ;  other- 
wise, the  general  characters  are  very  similar. 
The  same  type  seems  to  have  been  used,  the 
impressions  of  the  engravings  are  perhaps 
raore  carefully  worked  ofE,  and  altogether, 
we  must  admit  its  production  is  worthy  of 
the  man,  who  so  short  a  time  ago,  took  up  the 
profession  and  made  so  rapid  an  acquaintance 
vnth  the  multifarious  details  of  a  printing 
'business. 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  those  persons  who 
•coUect  the  local  productions  of  the  Alnwick 
press,  or,  probably  still  more  so,  to  the  many 
collectors  of  the  various  editions  of  Burns' 
Works,  if  I  arrange  in  the  form  of  a  chrono- 
logical list,  the  several  editions  or  issues  of 
ihe  Alnwick  Burns  which  have  been  adver- 
tised or  are  known  to  exist  ;  giving  full 
particulars  of  reference.  I  would  request, 
if  any  additional  information  as  to  the  varia- 
tions can  be  provided,  that  it  may  be 
communicated  to  me  in  order  that  a  list  as 
complete  as  possible  may  be  compiled. 

1807.  June  6th.— Issue  of  Poetical  Works,  in  parts. 
Catnach  and  Davison.  Reference.  Adver- 
tisement on  outside  back  cover  of  my  copy  of 
"The  Minstrel,"  1807.  Large  paper.  Catalogue 
No.  148  A. 

1808.  Poetical  Works.  Catnach  and  Davison,  2 
vols.,  foolscap  8vo.  Reference.  My  own 
copy.      Catalogue    No.    1820. 
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1808.  Poetical  Works.  W.  DaTiaon.  2  vols, 
feolflcap  8vo.,  with  wood-cut  portrait.  An 
entirely  different  issue  to  that  of  Catnach  and 
Davison.  Eeference.  My  own  copy.  Cata- 
logue No.  716. 

1808.  Poetical  Works.  W.  Davison.  Price  10/6, 
m  boards.  Number  of  volumes  not  mentioned. 
Reference.  Advertisement  on  my  copy  of  Her- 
mit of  Warkworth,  1808  (W.  Davison).  Cata- 
logue No.  1072.  Can  this  be  the  one  volume 
edition  referred  to  by  Mr  John  S.  Roberts, 
editor  of  Bum's  Poetical  Works  for  the  '  Poets ' 
series,  published  by  Wm.  Nimmo  of  Edin- 
burgh ?  See  his  letter  to  NeweaatU  Weekly 
Chronicle,  No.  10,132.     1877. 

1809.  Poetical  Works.  W.  Davison,  price  12/-,  in 
boards.  Number  of  volumes  not  stated.  Refer- 
ence. Advertisement  on  my  copy  of  Donaldson's 
Poems,  1808.     Catalogue  No.  96A. 

1810.  Poetical  Works.  W.  Davison,  2  vols.  Refer- 
ence. Copy  in  possession  of  Dr.  Patterson,  22, 
India  St.,  Glasgow.  This  is  the  1808  Davison 
issue,  with  fresh  title-page. 

1811.  (January).  Works.  W.  Davison,  3  vols,  in  18 
numbers.  Reference.  Advertisement  on  back 
cover  of  my  copy  of  Adams'  Poems,  1811, 
Catalogue  No.  368.  D.  C.  Thomson  in  his 
"  Life  and  Times  of  Bevoiek^^  page  218,  note, 
says  "  the  project  was  abandoned." 

1812.  Poetical  Works.  W.  Davison,  2  vols. 
Reference.  Copy  in  possession  of  W.  Craibe 
Angus,  Esq.,  159,  Queen  St ,  Glasgow. 

1813.  Poetical  Works.  W.  Davison,  2  vola.,  12/-, 
in  boards.  Reference.  Advertisement  on  end 
leaf  of  vol.  I.  of  my  copy  of  Fergusson's  Poems, 
1813.     Catalogue  No.  1553. 
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1814.  Poetical  Works.  Reference.  Bell's  Oata- 
ogue  of  Works  by  Thomas  Bewick,  page  60, 
No.  65. 

1815.  Poetical  Works.  In  parts.  W.  Davison. 
Reference.  My  own  copy  of  part  No.  10. 
Catalogue  No.  132C. 

(1815).  Poetical  Works.  W.  Davison,  2  vols.,  with 
copperplate  frontispiece  and  title-page.  Refer- 
ence. My  own  copy.  Catalogue  No.  1320 
Comparison  of  this  issue  and  part  No.  10  (1815) 
proves  them  to  be  identical  although  undated. 

1816.  Works.  Reference.  W.  Garret's, 
second-hand  book  catalogue  for  July,  1844. 
Newcastle,  No.  436. 

1818.  (December  12th).  Works.  W.  Davison.  16 
numbers,  forming  four  volumes  12mo.  A  few 
copies  on  superfine  demy  paper,  with  proof  im  - 
pressions  of  cuts.  Reference.  Advertisement 
on  outside  back  cover  of  my  copy  of  the  "  Cave 
of  Hoonga,"  1818.  Catalogue  No.  1501.  This, 
like  the  3  vols.,  advertised  in  1811,  has  never 
been  traced.  Again,  I  presume,  "  the  project 
was  abandoned." 

1828.  Poems  and  Songs.  W.  Davison.  18mo. 
Reference.  My  own  copy.  Catalogue  No. 
1521.  Some  copies  of  this  issue  have  woodcut 
portrait. 

(1828).  Poems  and  Songs.  W.  Davison,  and  sold 
by  J.  Banks,  Keswick.  18mo.  Reference. 
Letter  to  Newcastle  Weekly  Chronicle,  from  Mr 
S.  F.  Longstaffe,  Norton,  Stockton-on-Tees. 
No.  10132.  1877.  His  copy  has  a  frontis- 
piece of  cut  by  Bewick,  illustrating  the  poem, 
"  Willie  brew'd  a  Peck  o'  Maut." 
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Having  got  the  Burns  through  the  press^ 
we  find  Davison  busy  with  another  work  of 
a  very  interesting  and  educational  character. 
It  is  called  "  The  Repository  of  Select  Litera- 
ture ;  being  an  elegant  assemblage  of  curious, 
scarce,  entertaining  and  instructive  pieces  ia 
prose  and  verse,  adorned  with  beautiful  en- 
gravings by  Bewick,"  ISmo.  The  complete 
work,  however,  did  not  see  the  light  in  1808, 
one  volume  only  was  issued  in  this  year,, 
and  the  title-page  does  not  contain  the  an- 
nouncement that  it  would  be  issued  in  two  vols. 
Most  of  the  wood-cuts  have  been  met  with 
previously  in  the  Minstrel  and  Burns'  Poems. 
For  instance,  the  cut  of  Lammas  Night  illus- 
trates "The  meeting  of  Edwin  and  Ethelinde'^ 
in  the  Repository  of  Select  Literature;  other 
cuts  from  Burns  illustrate  the  respective 
poems  when  reproduced,  and  some  of  the 
Hermit  cuts  are  used  to  illustrate  a  Saxoa 
story.  Fortunately  the  cuts,  stand  this  in- 
congruity of  purpose  fairly  well. 

In  this  work  there  is  one  most  ex- 
cellent example  of  Bewick's  engraving; 
showing  how  finely  he  could  produce  contrasts- 
in  black  and  white.  It  is  that  illustrating 
the  story  of  Shepherd  Lubin,  and  the  subject 
is  admirably  adapted  to  this  characteristic 
feature  of  Bewick's  style  of  wood-engraving. 
If  you  examine  it  you  will  appreciate  what  I 
mean.  The  central  objects — the  man  and  dog, 
— are  beautifully  brought  out  by  the  white 
expanse  of  snow,  while  the  waistcoat  of  the 
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■man  is  rendered  light  in  order  to  throw  out  in 
relief  the  6gure  of  the  dead  Shepherd.  The 
second  volume  of  the  work  was  issued  in  the 
following  year,  1809. 

In  1809  was  published  a  volume  which 
is  particularly  interesting  as  being  essentially 
a  local  production.  A  weaver,  residing  at 
•Olanton  (Tarn  o'  Glanton),  courted  the 
muses  and  under  the  favourable  introduction 
of  Davison  his  poems  became  known  to  the 
public.  The  volume  is  entitled,  "  Poems, 
chiefly  in  the  Scottish  Dialect  both  humorous 
And  entertaining.  By  Thomas  Donaldson, 
weaver,  Glanton."  Alnwick :  Printed  at 
the  Apollo  Press  by  and  for  Wm.  Davison, 
1809.  Post  8vo.  I  cannot  criticise  the 
merits  of  the  author,  but  the  book  is  not 
•characteristic  of  the  i)uhlisher  at  his  best. 
The  paper  on  which  it  is  printed  is  inferior 
in  quality  and  consequently  the  impressions 
-of  the  wood-cuts,  of  which  there  are  several 
(including  that  fine  cut  of  the  Northumber- 
land Arms,  which  first  appeared  in  the 
Hermit),  are  poor ;  the  printing  also  in 
many  places  is  not  very  legible.  I  fear  the 
probable  success  of  the  venture  was  doubtful, 
and  as  a  result  the  "  get  up"  of  the  work 
was  on  the  cheapest  lines.  This  is  the  first 
appearance  of  "  The  Apollo  Press  "  which  I 
have  seen  on  any  of  Davison's  publications. 
J.  Vint  called  his  the  "  Britannia."  Davison 
adopts  something  more  classical. 


Tail-piece. — Burns'  Poems. 
Alnwick,  Vol.  I.  (Davison),  1808. 


Tail-piece. — Burns'  Poems. 
Alnwick,  Vol.  II.  (Davison),  1808. 


55 

If  the  following  advertisement  be  correct, 
Davison  must  have  been  very  energetic  since 
his  succession  to  the  business.  On  the  copy 
of  Doniildson's  Poems  which  I  produce,  you  will 
see  that  in  addition  to  the  advertisement  of 
Burns,  The  Minstrel,  and  The  Grave ;  there 
are  two  additional  "  Books  printed  by  and 
for  W.  Davison,"  (1)  The  Works  of  Alex. 
Pope,  Esq.,  in  eight  volumes  at  24/-,  in 
boards  ;  (2)  The  Caledonian  Musical  Reposi- 
tory, embellished  with  engravings,  price  4/6, 
in  boards. 

I  have  never  seen  a  copy  of  either,  and  I 
find  Lowndes  does  not  mention  an  Alnwick 
edition  of  Pope's  Works,  Oliver  and  Boyd 
of  Edinburgh,  printed  a  Caledonian  Musical 
Repository  about  1811,  which  contains 
some  woodcuts  usually  attributed  to 
Bewick. 

Before  leaving  this  year  I  must  call  your 
attention  to  a  most  interesting  series  of  seven 
small  Natural  History  Books  published 
by  Davison.  They  contain  cuts  of  the 
various  animals  described,  all  of  which  are 
to  be  found  in  a  four  volume  edition  of 
BufEon's  Natural  History,  issued  by  Davison 
in  1814,  and  are  quite  different  from  the 
J)Ook  on  Natural  History  which  we  have  seen 
was  published  by  Catnach  in  1804.  The  cuts 
are  much  superior  and  were  most  likely  from 
Bewick's  graver,  whereas  those  in  Catnach's 
work  are  larger  and  less  representative  of  the 
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master's  hand,  though  stated  on  the  title-page 
as  Bewick's. 

Not  unfrequently  we  meet  with  these 
seven  little  volumes  bound  together  and 
possessing  a  general  title-page  dated  1809. 
This  must  be  wrong,  as  on  going  carefully 
over  my  collection,  (of  which  I  possess  more 
than  half-a-dozen  sets),  I  have  discovered  the 
water-mark  in  the  paper  varies  from  1815  to 
1818,  and  even  in  the  title-page  bearing  the 
date  1809,  I  find  the  water-mark  181-,  the 
last  figure  being  cut  away. 

I  am  quite  of  opinion  they  were  published 
later  than  the  four  vol.  Buffon,  1814,  and  that 
the  separate  title  issued,  bears  a  date  which 
the  water-mark  proves  to  be  wrong.  Was  it 
a  typographical  error,  1819  being  intended  ? 

In  1810  we  find  Davison  issued  a  work  on 
Natural  History,  in  two  volumes,  somewhat 
similar  to  that  which  Catnach  published  in 
1804,  but  the  illustrations  are  copper- plate 
not  wood  engravings,  and  are  very  poor 
examples  of  natural  history  subjects.  I  do 
not  understand  why  he  adopted  this  form  of 
illustration  after  having  employed  Bewick 
to  engrave  wood-cuts  for  other  works.  In 
this  particular  line  no  one  was  the  equal  of 
Bewick,  and  even  the  cuts  which  Catnach 
used  were  artistically  a  long  way  superior  to 
the  crude  attempts  which  we  find  in  this 
work.  It  is  entitled  "A  History  of  the 
Earth  and    Animated   Nature,  from  M.  de 
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BuffoD,  Goldsmith,  and  others,  with  upwards 
of  one  hundred  elegant  copper  plates,  en- 
graved on  purpose,  representing  some  hun- 
dreds of  figures,"  1810,  post  8vo.,  2  vols. 
The  work  also  contains  four  small  vignette* 
by  Bewick.  I  exhibit  the  work,  and  you  can 
prove  for  yourselves  the  inferiority  of  the 
illustrations  in  comparison  with  those  Davison 
afterwards  printed. 

Davison  was  a  publisher  who  endeavoured 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  all  classes  of 
society.  He  was  strongly  imbued  with  the 
desire  to  raise  the  educational  standard,  and 
we  will  see  in  later  years  he  issued  some 
very  practical  text-books.  There  is  no 
difficulty  in  imparting  valuable  information 
through  the  eye,  and  perhaps,  in  the  acquire- 
ment of  a  knowledge  of  the  animal  creation,  a 
well  illustrated  book,  combined  with  observa- 
tion of  the  habits  of  such  animals  as  are  to  be 
usually  met  with,  gives  the  best  results.  It  isv 
really  learning  without  knowing  it,  the  per- 
ception of  facts  is  attained  in  so  pleasing  a 
manner. 

To  the  young,  a  knowledge  of  Natural 
History  is  always  interesting ;  and  we 
see  Davison  prepared  for  this  by  issuing 
what  he  called  "  Picture  Books,"  utilis- 
ing some  of  the  plates  from  his  History  of 
the  Earth  and  Animated  Nature  and 
he  produced  an  instructive  little  book,  per- 
fectly adapted  to  inculcate  the  habit  of 
observation   in    the    youthful    mind.      The 
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books  were  three  in  number,  and  issued 
about  this  date  (1810) ;  one,  the  British 
Picture  Book  of  Beasts  ;  another,  of  Birds  ; 
and,  the  third,  of  Beasts  and  Birds.  You  can 
see  how  very  pleasing  they  must  have  been 
to  the  little  ones.  Some  copies  have  a 
vignette  by  Bewick  on  the  covers. 

Joseph  Graham  is  responsible  for  a  small 
book  issued  this  year  (1810), entitled  "Sorrows 
of  Love,  with  other  Poems.  By  William 
Renwiek,  late  surgeon  in  the  Koyal  Navy." 
It  is  a  small  12mo.  book,  but  very  nicely 
printed. 

An  issue  of  Burn's  Poems  dated  1810  is 
known,  but  it  is  only  Davison's  1808  edition 
with  a  fresh  title  page. 

In  1811,  Davison  issued  a  selection  of  songs 
entitled  "  The  Northumbrian  Minstrel,"  in 
three  parts,  18mo.  The  first  number  having  a 
wood-cut  portrait  of  Robert  Burns,  the  second 
a  Bewick  cut,  and  the  third  a  cut  by  Clennel, 
as  frontispieces. 

We  have  already  seen  an  edition  of 
Blair's  Grave  was  published  this  year  with 
a  frontispiece  and  cuts  by  Bewick.  I  want  to 
call  your  attention  to  an  advertisement  which 
is  found  accompanying  this  little  book. 
There  is  no  authority  for  saying  the  work 
ever  appeared  at  this  particular  time,  but 
it  shows  Davison's  anxiety  to  keep  up 
the    standard    of     all      his     publications. 


Tail-piece. — Burns'  Poems. 
Alnwick,  Vol.  I.  (Davison),  1808. 


Tail-piece. — Burn's  Poems. 
Alnwick,  Vol.  II.  (Davison),  1808, 
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so  far  as  embodying  the  latest  par- 
ticulars associated  with  any  work 
he  contemplated  issuing.  The  advertise- 
ment is  that  of  a  new  edition  of  Bums' 
Poetical  Works,  in  three  volumes,  to  be  sent 
out  in  18  numbers  with  upwards  of  forty 
tail-pieces  by  Bewick,  and  three  copper-plate 
engraved  frontispieces  and  vignette  titles. 
He  adds  the  following  reasons  for  tliis  new 
and  enlarged  edition.  "  Since  the  two  for- 
mer editions  (in  two  vols.)  were  printed  off, 
the  Editor  has  obtained  many  original  poems, 
songs,  letters,  &c.,  which  enables  him  to  add 
another  volume  by  these  Considerable  addi- 
tions." As  I  have  said,  the  publication  of 
this  edition  must  never  have  taken  place ;  at 
least  no  copy  of  a  3  vol.  edition  of  this  date, 
published  in  Alnwick,  is  known  to  my  friend, 
W.  Craibe  Angus,  Esq.,  of  Glasgow,  one  of 
the  greatest  admirers  of  the  poet,  a  most 
indefatigable  collector  of  all  editions  of  his 
works,  wherever  issued,  and  probably  the 
highest  authority  on  the  subject. 

The  year  1811  was  chiefly  conspicuous  by 
the  publication  of  another  volume  of  poems 
by  a  local  author  ;  this  time  by  a  gentleman 
of  my  profession  who  must  have  had  some  spare 
time  in  which  to  cultivate  the  acquaintance 
of  the  muses.  The  title  is  "  The  Poetical 
Works  of  Thomas  Adams,  Warkworth,  con- 
sisting of  the  Battle  of  Trafalgar,  and  some 
Miscellaneous  Poems,"  12mo.  It  contains 
fifteen  illustrations  bv  Bewick.     Whether  the 
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author  was  more  popular,  or  more  deserving 
of  credit,  I  cannot  say  ;  but  we  find  his  pub- 
lisher, Davison,  did  much  more  for  his  poems 
in  the  matter  of  printing  and  "  get  up  "  than 
he  did  for  poor  Tam  o'  Glantou. 

In  1812,  we  find  Davison  published  two 
small  volumes  ;  Groldsmith's  Poetical  Works, 
with  wood-cut  frontispiece  by  Bewick  was 
one,  and  the  same  author's  masterpiece,  the 
Vicar  of  Wakefield,  the  other. 

There  is  no  doubt  Davison  was  also  busy 
with,  if  he  had  not  actually  issued,  another 
two  vol.  work,  "The  Poetical  Works  of  Eobert 
Fergusson,"  to  correspond  with  the  Burns. 
Some  copies  bear  the  date  1813  on  outside 
cover,  but  on  the  back  cover  of  a  copy 
of  Groldsmith's  Poetical  Works  there  is  an 
advertisement  as  if  it  first  appeared  in  1812. 
Unfortunately,  having  copper-plate  title-pages 
we  only  meet  with  the  date  on  those  copies  the 
original  issue  of  which  carried  an  outside 
title  with  the  date  of  publication,  and  as 
you  see  in  the  copy  I  exhibit,  it  is  1813 
not  1812.  I  also  find  he  advertises  "  Crazy 
Jane,"  with  a  frontispiece  by  Bewick,  at  6d, 
and  "  Old  Edwards  and  Harley's  visit  to 
Bedlam,"  at  Gd ;  two  small  books  issued  in 
wrappers  during  1812. 

We  find  Davison  was  cosmopolitan  in 
his  tastes,  so  far  as  publishing  the 
works  of  many  authors,  local  or  classical ; 
and    we   have    reason    to   compliment    him 


Edwin  and  Angelina. — Vicar  of  Wakefield. 
Alnwick,  1812. 
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ou  his  judicious  selection.  He,  however, 
this  year  becomes  original,  and  issues  what  is 
really  the  first  "  History  of  Alnwick  "  as  a 
town,  separate  from  its  association  with  the 
Castle,  which  had  been  repeatedly  written 
about  by  various  historians  and  antiquarians. 
It  is  a  very  common-place  little  book  but  yet 
it  was  from  this  small  beginning  that  we 
find  fully  developed  at  its  latest  stage,  in 
Tate's  History  of  Alnwick  ;  a  work  which  has 
been  described  to  me  as  the  model  upon 
which  all  local  histories  should  be  written. 
You  will  find  that  the  usual  date  given  for  the 
"History  of  Alnwick  the  County  Town  of 
Northumberland  "  is  1813.  I  have,  how- 
ever, the  pleasure  of  showing  you  a  copy 
dated  1812,  so  that  date  must  now  be  cor- 
rected. The  author's  name  is  not  given,  and 
it  has  been  ascribed  to  several  gentlemen,  but 
I  do  not  think  the  point  is  satisfactorily 
decided.  It  is  a  12mo.  book  of  142  pages  and 
possesses  an  interesting  wood-cut  frontispiece 
of  Alnwick  Castle,  which  Hugo  attributes  to 
Bewick.  As  you  know,  a  later,  and  much  more 
elaborate  edition,  was  issued  by  Davison  in 
1822. 

I  find  J.  Graham  is  the  printer  of  two  small 
books  during  1812  ;  one  being  "  Rules  of  the 
Alnwick  Library,"  and  the  other  "  Rules  of  the 
Library  of  the  Associate  Congregation  of  the 
Green  Bat  Meeting  House  which  was  estab- 
lished in  1795,  with  a  catalogue  of  the  books." 
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In  ]813,  we  have  a  re-issue  of  the  History 
of  Alnwick  ;  also  a  dated  issue  of  Fergussou's 
Poems  in  two  vols,  with  copperplate  frontis- 
piece and  title,  and  many  fine  wood-cut  illus- 
trations by  Bewick.  And  I  may  here  mention 
that  no  name  is  given  of  any  designer  for  these 
cuts  ;  probably  they  were  designed  by  Bewick 
himself  as  they  bear  intrinsic  proof  that 
he  engraved  them.  You  will  remember 
what  I  said  when  we  discussed  the  question 
of  engraving  the  cuts  for  the  Burns,  and  the 
doubt  which  is  cast  upon  their  execution 
by  Bewick,  but  I  think  very  few  will 
have  any  doubt  as  to  the  engraver  of  those 
found  in  Fergusson.  They  are  sufficiently 
characteristic  to  those  who  are  intimate  with 
the  work  of  Thomas  Bewick. 

My  copy  of  this  work,  dated  1813,  contains 
some  most  interesting  information  regarding 
one  or  two  other  works  which  Davison  can- 
not have  had  far  advanced  at  this  time.  One 
was  the  greatest  undertaking,  so  far  at  least, 
he  had  ever  attempted,  and  which  I  am  sorry 
to  say  would  be  probably  the  most  unsuccess- 
ful. It  was  nothing  less  than  the  publication 
of  "  The  Universal  Holy  Bible,  containing 
the  Sacred  Text  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ments and  the  Apocrypha  at  large,  with  mar- 
ginal Keferenees,  illustrated  with  notes  and 
annotations,  critical  and  explanatory,  from 
Henry,  Gill,  Stackhouse,  Hervey,  Broughton 
(&c.,  «&c.)  "  In  IGO  numbers  at  Is  each.  Its 
size  was  folio. 


Tail-piece. — Burn's  Poems. 
Alnwick,  Vol.  I.  (Davison),  1808. 


Tail-piece. — Ferpusson's  Poems. 
Alnwick,  Vol.  II.  (Davison),  N.D.  (1814), 
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Think  for  a  moment  what  such  an  under- 
taking involved.  The  size  of  the  work,  its 
editing  and  annotating,  the  expense  he 
must  have  incurred  in  the  engraving  of 
the  illustrations  (which  were  numerous), 
to  say  nothing  of  the  actual  printing 
of  such  a  volume  ;  and  you  can  at  once  see 
what  kind  of  disposition  Davison's  must  have 
been,  and  to  what  extremes  he  must  have  been 
put,  in  order  to  accomplish  such  a  stupendous 
task  with  the  very  moderate  printing  facilities 
possible  in  a  small  country  town.  He  cer- 
tainly deserved  success,  as  I  daresay  he  would 
be  the  only  provincial  printer  who  had  the 
courage  to  attempt  such  a  feat.  Unfortu- 
nately, as  I  have  said,  it  was  a  pecuniary  loss, 
and  I  should  imagine  a  very  heavy  one,  when 
we  calculate  all  the  necessary  expense  involved 
in  its  production.  You  see  it  was  issued 
in  numbers,  100  at  one  shilling  each, 
no  doubt  for  the  facilities  it  afforded  of  secur- 
ing subscribers.  The  total  cost  (£5  Os  Od) 
was  a  large  sum,  and  probably  many  of  the 
subscribers  failed  in  their  paj'ments  or  tired 
of  waiting  for  its  completion.  At  least  we 
find  it  is  one  of  the  rarest  Alnwick  printed 
books  considering  its  size  and  importance. 

The  issue  must  have  been  spread  over 
several  yeai*s  as  the  water-mark  in  the  paper 
varies  from  1811  to  1819. 

It  was  also  published  in  two  volumes  ;  but 
frequently,  as  in  my  copy,  they  are  bound 
into  one. 
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The  year  1813  was  also  remarkable  for  the 
publication  of  another  edition  of  Burn's 
Poems,  to  correspond  with  the  Fergusson. 
As  the  work  carries  no  date  except  on  the 
original  copies  with  outside  title,  for  the 
same  reason  as  we  found  in  Fergusson, — the 
copper-plate  title,  it  is  not  quite  settled  if  it 
did  not  appear  in  1812  ;  but  frequently  we 
meet  with  it  advertised  as  corresponding  with 
Fergusson  or  vice-versa.  Copies  have  been 
met  with  dated  1812,  "  as  just  published  to 
correspond  with  this  edition  of  Fergusson's 
Poems." 

We  have  also  this  year  to  notice  the 
advertisement  of  a  very  important  work 
which  Davison  had  in  hand.  "  In  the 
press  and  speedily  will  be  published,  The 
System  of  Natural  History,  written  by  M. 
de  Buffon,  carefully  abridged."  We  shall 
have  to  examine  this  work  shortly. 

Among  other  minor  books  printed  by 
Davison  during  this  year,  are  "  Grazy  Jane, 
by  Sarah  Wilkinson,"  (you  will  notice  my 
copy  carries  1813  on  title-page,  and  1812  on 
outside  cover)  ;  also  a  very  small  volume  of 
"  Poems  in  the  Cumberland  Dialect  by 
Robert  Anderson;"  the  latter  bears  no  date, 
but  Hugo  places  it  about  1813,  and  I  there- 
fore include  it,  but  I  think  it  was  issued  some 
years  later. 

You  can  see  that  this  period  of  Davison's 
career  must  have  been  one  of  incessant 
anxiety    and    toil.        The     character    and 


Tail-piece. — Burns'  Poems. 
Alnwick,  Vol.  II.  (Davison),  1808. 
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importiince  of  the  works  lie  had  in  liand,  the 
amount  of  capital  at  stake,  and  the  carrjing 
on  at  the  same  time  of  the  profession  of  a 
chemist  must  have  fully  occupied  every  spare 
moment ;  and  without  possessing,  as  he  must 
have  done,  a  capacity  for  work  such  as  few 
enjoy,  he  could  never  have  succeeded  in 
carrying  out  what  he  had  undertaken.  We 
must  feel  proud  of  the  man  for  this  deter- 
mination of  purpose  to  establish  his  name  as- 
one  of  the  most  prominent  provincial 
printers  of  the  day. 

During  1814  we  have  a  post  8vo.  voL 
printed  by  J.  Graham;  the  author  of  which  was 
a  very  learned  and  much  respected  minister  in 
Alnwick.  It  is  entitled  "Discourses  on  Sub- 
jects chiefly  Practical.  By  David  Paterson, 
Minister  of  the  Associate  Congregation  of 
Alnwick."  As  yet  we  find  Graham  doing 
little  beyond  publishing  pamphlets  and  small 
tracts,  but  afterwards  he  emulated  Davison 
by  issuing  some  very  valuable  works,  one  in 
particular  was  in  twelve  volumes.  At  this 
date  however  Davison  holds  the  field. 

With  1814  must  be  associated  one  of 
Davison's  master-pieces  ;  it  was  the  beautiful 
work  upon  Natural  History  which  we  saw 
advertised  the  previous  yenr.  It  is  in 
four  volumes  (though  the  advertisement  only 
mentions  three);  and  as  it  contains  a  very  large 
number  (230)  of  most  beautifully  executed 
wood-cuts,  most  of  which  were  the   work  of 
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Bewick,  you  can  understand  the  engraving 
alone  must  have  involved  him  in  considerable 
expense. 

The  character  of  the  cuts  are  sufficiently 
satisfactory,  though  the  engravings  are  much 
smaller  than  those  in  the  Birds  and  Quad- 
rupeds issued  by  Bewick  himself.  You 
will  find  on  examination  that  they  do  not 
suffer  much  in  consequence  ;  the  same  faith- 
ful delineation  of  nature  down  to  its  minutest 
detail  is  revealed,  and  they  may  be  looked 
upon  as  Bewick's  Birds  and  Quadrupeds  "  in 
miniature." 

It  is  certain  that  originally  the  work 
was  issued  in  parts  similar  to  the  Burn's 
Poems.  I  possess  some  of  these  parts  ; 
they  were  issued  fortnightly,  each  part 
with  64  pages  and  containing  on  an  average 
fifteen  engravings.  One  of  these  pai'ts. 
No.  11,  is  dated  July,  1813,  so  that  really 
this  year  should  be  looked  upon  as  its  date  of 
publication  ;  but  you  will  find  the  complete 
work  in  four  volumes,  is  always  found  dated 
1814. 

This  work  is  highly  prized  by  collectors  of 
Bewick's  engravings,  from  the  fact  that  it 
includes  a  series  of  cuts  of  fishes,  insects,  and 
reptiles  ;  animals  which  did  not  figure  in  his 
own  works,  consequently  they  fill  up  a  gap  as 
it  were,  in  the  series  of  Natural  History 
subjects  from  Bewick's  hands. 


67 

I  have  already  referred  to  the  series  of  seven 
small  volumes  issued  with  a  general  title 
dated  1809,  and  have  proved,  I  think,  that 
this  date  is  wrong.  You  will  see  for  your- 
selves that  the  cuts  are  those  used  in  BufBon's 
Natural  History  ;  the  letterpress  description 
is  much  shorter  and  put  into  such  language 
as  will  ensure  its  being  understood  by  chil- 
dren, for  whom  no  doubt,  the  small  volumes 
were  intended.  As  educational  works  they 
are  of  high  standing,  and  considerably  in 
advance  of  anything  issued  by  his  contem- 
poraries. 

That  there  must  have  been  several  issues 
of,  what  we  collectors  call,  the  "  copper- 
plate "  edition  of  Burns,  is  proved  by  the 
number  I  show  you  on  one  of  the  parts  dated 
1815.  From  advertisements  found  upon 
the  covers  of  several  publications  bearing 
dates  from  1812  to  1815,  in  which  both  the 
Burns  and  Fergusson  are  mentioned,  I  think 
copies  will  turn  up  bearing  dates  of 
any  of  these  years ;  but  they  cannot  be  called 
separate  editions,  they  are  only  the  same 
niaterial  bound  in  covers,  bearing  the  date  at 
which  they  were  issued.  You  have  already 
seen  a  copy  of  Blair's  Grave  of  1808  issued 
in  a  cover  carrying  1811,  and  a  Hermit  of 
1806  in  a  cover  dated  1807. 

We  have  repeatedly  had  to  congratulate 
Davison  upon  the  good  taste  he  exhibited  in 
the  various  embellishments  used  by  him  in 
the  several  illustrated   works   he  publir'hed. 
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We  have  somehow  or  other  always  associated 
him  with  a  strong  artistic  proportion  of  things; 
but  to  show  you  that  he  was  a  man  of  many 
parts,  or  possessed  a  substratum  of  the 
humorous  in  his  character,  I  exhibit  a  collec- 
tion of  caricatures  issued  by  him,  probably, 
however,  at  a  somewhat  later  date  than 
1815.  Long  series  of  them  are  scarce,  and  my 
best  collection  consists  of  46  engravings, 
representing  40  different  subjects,  the 
remaining  six  being  either  coloured  copies  or 
printed  in  tint.  Now  caricature  may  be  the 
means  of  carrying  information  to  some  minds, . 
or  may  simply  be  utilized  for  purposes  of 
amusement ;  in  which  class  you  will  include 
these  productions  I  leave  to  your- 
selves. Some  of  them,  we  should 
now-a-days,  when  public  taste  has  been  more 
highly  educated,  call  markedly  coarse,  yet 
from  the  student's  point  of  view,  they  possess 
a  decided  interest.  For  instance,  there  is  a 
series  of  caricatures  upon  a  subject  which  has 
for  many  years  been  considered  a  legitimate 
subject  for  the  pencil  of  the  caricaturist. — 
"  London  Spoi'tsmen."  I  have  received  upon 
good  authority  the  opinion  that  these  were 
designed  by  Seymour,  and  it  is  said  that  their 
production  led  to  the  employment  of  this 
artist  for  illustrating  that  most  amusing  of 
all  of  Dickens's  works — "Pickwick."  In  a  life 
of  Crowquill,  to  which  I  am  sorry  I  have  not 
the  power  of  referring,  this  statement  is 
advanced. 


Tail-piece. — Burn's  Poems. 
Alnwick,  Vol.  I.  (Davison),  1808. 
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Many  of  these  crude  engravings  are  of  the 
smallest  artistic  value,  yet  they  are  perhaps 
the  work  of  some  such  well-known  caricatur- 
ists as  Gilbray  or  Bunbury;  and  I  have  heard 
some  of  them  attributed  to  the  pencil  of  the 
Cruikshanks,  Isaac,  Robert,  or  George  in  their 
early  days.  I  cannot,  however,  pretend  to 
give  you  any  opinion.  I  show  them  as 
examples  of  Davison's  press. 

During  Davison's  early  career  and  probably 
throughout  its  whole  length,  multitudes  of 
cheap  literary  productions  were  sent  out  by 
him.  No  doubt  their  character  varied  as  much 
as  the  quality  of  the  paper  upon  which  they 
were  printed,  but  their  rapid  sale  and  profit- 
able nature  were  reasons  for  continuing  their 
issue.  Still  we  must  give  Davison  credit 
for  introducing  a  much  superior  article  to 
that  in  general  use.  Take  for  example,  those 
beautifully  illustrated  little  books  called 
"Day,"  "The  Youngster's  Diary,"  "Ducks 
and  Green  Peas,"  and  other  small  children's 
books  issued  at  a  penny  or  half-penny,  some 
of  which  I  show  you,  and  they  will  be 
sufficient  proof  of  what  I  have  said  regarding 
Davison's  attempts  to  provide,  not  only 
higher  class  literature,  but  in  a  more  highly 
artistic  form.  His  free  use  of  the  beautiful 
engravings  of  Bewick,  in  even  some 
of  the  trivial  sorts,  gave  them  a 
higher  educational  value  ;  while  to 
the  collector  of  such  charming  booklets, 
they  are  a  great  desideratum  ;  a  nice  clean 
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-copy  of  any  of  them  is  placed  aiuoug  his  most 
highly  valued  treasures.  Such  a  class  of 
literature  is,  of  necessity,  ephemeral  in  its 
nature.  Children's  fingers  are  not  apt  to 
spare  their  lesson  hooks,  and  hence  it  is  seldom 
they  are  met  with  in  what  we  call  a  "crisp" 
state. 

While  paying  due  attention  to  j;he  wants  of 
the  grown  up  and  educated  portion  of  the 
community,  Davison,  like  a  true  business 
man,  neglected  none  of  the  sources  of  profit 
associated  with  his  profession.  In  supply- 
ing, as  he  very  largely  did,  the  northern 
counties  with  an  extensive  supply  of  juvenile 
literature,  he  met  a  much  needed  want,  and 
met  it  in  a  manner  which  reflects  great 
credit  upon  his  sagacity  and  sense  of  utility 
combined  with  beauty.  This  you  may  prove 
by  an  examination  of  the  collection  I  place 
before  you,  which  will  bear  comparison  v;ith 
that  of  any  provincial  publisher  of  his  day. 

I  am  sorry  that  time  prevents  mo  con- 
i;inuing  this  interesting  subject  longer.  I 
liave  ample  material  yet  untouched,  but  we 
have  at  least  reached  that  point  in  the 
history  of  Alnwick  printing  which  certainly 
has  never  been  excelled. 

Some  future  day,  with  your  permission,  I 
may  take  up  the  subject  where  -I  now  leave 
it.  I  have  very  complete  notes  of  every  work 
published  in  Alnwick  that  I  could  secure,  up 
io  nearly  1860,  and  I  cannot  find  anything 
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which  will  put  into  the  shade  the  noble 
volumes  found  in  the  works  of  Percy,  Beattio, 
Bums,  Fergusson,  and  Buffon,  you  have 
seen  to-night.  Certainly  I  have  not  met 
with  greater  proof  of  typographical  excellence 
in  anything  published  subsequently  to  1814  ; 
and  though  the  town  is  to  be  congratulated 
on  the  general  excellence  of  many  published 
works  in  the  years  between  1814  and  1860, 
yet  I  think  we  may  with  all  fairness  say  that 
its  early  successes  have  held  the  field,  and 
may  jet  be  looked  upon  with  pride  and 
respect  as  works  of  which  not  only  Alnwick 
but  the  whole  typographical  world  may  be 
proud.  Certain  it  is,  so  long  as  there  exist 
admirers  of  Bewick's  works,  so  long  as  there 
are  lovers  of  Burn's  songs,  so  long  will  the 
Alnwick  publications  of  Catnach  and  J)avison 
be  in  request,  and  maintain  their  favour 
with  collectors  and  book^  lovers  the  whole 
world  over. 

You  will  notice  that  I  have  not  admitted 
much  anecdotal  matter  into  my  essay.  I 
could  not  with  justice  to  my  subject  have 
done  so,  and  this  part  of  the  question  has  been 
so  ably  treated  by  others  that  I  would  only 
be  going  over  old  ground.  What  I  have 
endeavoured  to  do  is  to  correct  an  error 
here  and  there,  and  to  throw  a  little  more 
light  on  a  subject  which  has,  as  yet,  received 
but  comparatively  trivial  attention.  I  trust, 
however,  that  I  may  have  sutticicntly  in- 
terested some  of  you  in  the  matter  and  that 


72 

I  may  look  to  your  kind  assistance  in  the 
future  in  enabling  me  to  increase  my  list  of 
works  printed  in  Alnwick.  At  the  same  time 
I  shall  be  only  too  pleased  to  place  any  infor- 
mation I  possess  at  the  disposal  of  any  of  you 
who  may  feel  inclined  to  carry  on  the  enquiry. 
We  may  help  one  another  and  in  doing  so, 
assist  in  maintaining  the  place  which  Alnwick 
has  so  worthily  obtained  in  the  typographical 
world. 

During  the  passage  of  this  essay  through  the 
press  I  have  received  notes  of  a  tract 
printed  by  J.  Catnach,  "  Rules  for  the 
Government  of  the  Charity  School  for 
sixty  poor  girls  at  J3amburgh  Castle, 
established  on  the  appointment  of  a  new 
Mistress,  Assistant,  and  Usher,  to  the 
said  School,  Dec.  1st,  1794!."  Alnwick: 
Printed  by  J.  Catnach,  1794.     8vo.  pp.  12. 
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